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The Wayne Community
Center will be closed in a
cost-cutting measure to help
balance the serious deficit
budget in the city.

See page 4.

Brooke Waldon has joined
an elite group of students
throughout the country who
have managed to catch the
attention of Microsoft
founder Bill Gates.

See page 5.

Plymouth Community
United Way plans to be part
of a kidnapping, or a simulat-
ed one as a fundraiser set for
June 20.

See page 6.

The Northville Art House
Chalk Festival is the newest
addition to the Arts and Acts
Festival and chalk artists are
now being sought to decorate
the street June 20.  

See page 3.

Members of the Belleville
City Council recently
approved a resolution of
intent to issue $550,000 in
general obligation bonds to
fund sewer rehabilitation in
the city.

See page 5.
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A 17-year-old Westland
man faces a preliminary
court examination today in
18th District Court, charged
with fatally stabbing a
Belleville man. 

See page 4.

Canton Township cele-
brated National Public
Works Week recently by rec-
ognizing the employees in
the public works division of
the township.

See page 3.

Vol. 15, No. 16

Two men have been
charged in the death of a 21-
year-old man found in the
early morning of May 13 on
an Inkster street.

See page 5.

Prosecutors have offered a
plea deal to the 15-year-old
Plymouth Township girl
accused of attempting to murder
her family by slitting their
throats as they slept.

In addition, Wayne County
Circuit Court Judge James A.
Callahan threw out the confes-
sion of Roksana Sikorski, saying
that she was too young to have
waived her rights when she
spoke to police investigators and
told them she slashed the throat
of her 12-year-old brother Oct.
17.

Sikorski, being tried as an
adult, would have to plead guilty
to the attempted murder
charges and face a sentence of

15 to 30 years in prison as part of
the plea deal. 

In a separate action,
Callahan removed defense
attorney Leslie Posner from the
case, replacing her with court-
appointed Matthew Evans, an
experienced defense attorney.
Callahan told Posner, during a
brief hearing in his chambers
earlier this month that there

was a conflict of interest in the
Sikorskis paying for their daugh-
ter's defense as they were
among her intended victims in
the alleged crimes. Posner, who
told the judge that the Sikorski
family had run out of money,
asked Callahan to designate her
as the court appointed public
defender for the teen, who has
remained in the Wayne County

Juvenile Detention Center since
her arrest Oct. 18. She and her
23-year-old boyfriend, Michael
Rivera, are accused of plotting
the attack on her family as a way
to be together and avoid the sex-
ual misconduct charges her par-
ents had filed against him in an
effort to break up the relation-
ship. 

The judge agreed to provide
Evans as the public defender for
Sikorski noting that Posner was
not qualified as a court-appoint-
ed attorney.

A jury trial for Sikorski and
Rivera was scheduled to begin
May 13. Callahan imposed a gag

”A jury trial for Sikorski and Rivera 

was scheduled to begin May 13. 

Callahan imposed a gag order 

on the case in February...

Teen accused of murder plot offered deal

During a 3½ hour meeting
punctuated with heated argu-
ments and raised voices, mem-
bers of the Plymouth Township
Board of Trustees last week cre-
ated a new $60,000 parks posi-
tion, awarded a seven-year, $11
million waste hauling contract
and approved the addition of a
part-time assistant in the clerk's
office.

After heated debate among
the board members, the con-
tract for solid waste disposal
was awarded to Rizzo
Environmental Services. 

Engineer Patrick Felrath
said the township had solicited

bids from five vendors for the
residential refuse, recycling
and yard waste services con-
tract with Duncan Disposal
System, Inc. that expires in
October.  Felrath recommend
that Rizzo Environment
Services which he said
“appeared to be” the lowest
bidder for each of three service

options be awarded the new
contract. He outlined the first
service option as the same as
that provided by Duncan and
options two and three were for
automated applications utiliz-
ing large wheeled containers.
Township Treasurer Ron
Edwards agreed with Felrath
reiterating that Rizzo was the

low bidder and arguing for the
immediate award of the con-
tract to the company.

Trustee Chuck Curmi sug-
gested postponing or tabling the
decision based the complexity
of choices and not knowing if
residents would want to keep
status quo services they cur-
rently have in place or pay for
the automated service.

“Can we wait until we sort
this out…I don't think we have
to be in a hurry,” Curmi said.

Edwards reiterated that
Rizzo was the low bidder and

See Plea, page 6

”There was confusion ... 

who was in charge of the park 

and who wasn't in charge of the park.

Squabbling trustees OK $11 million waste contract

Heroes 
Northville
responders
honored for
saving life

Danielle Teper has a lot to
be thankful for. 

Last Thursday evening, she
got a chance to express her
gratitude to the eight people
who saved her life last
December when she suffered
extreme respiratory failure
and flat-lined in her car.

Teper, 29, had just complet-
ed her shopping at the Kroger
store on Haggerty Road in
Northville, loaded her pack-
ages and started her car when
her heart suddenly stopped.
Her abrupt loss of conscious-
ness caused her car to go out
of control and roll forward,
striking a light pole in the
parking lot. She was left,
unconscious, slumped over
her steering wheel as her
heart simply gave out.

A fellow shopper, Kyle
Martin, ran to her car when
he saw it strike the pole and
realized that she was in seri-
ous physical distress. Her car
doors were locked and he
couldn't get to her, but he
immediately called
Northville Township 911 for
help.

The public safety profes-
sionals who managed to save
Teper's life were introduced

to the members of the
Northville Township Board of
Trustees last week by Public
Safety Director John Werth,
who congratulated each of
them for their fast thinking
and exemplary work during
the crisis. 

When the emergency call
came in at 5:20 p.m., dispatch-
ers Jennifer Allen and
Jeanette Schrameck immedi-

ately sent township emer-
gency personnel to the scene
including a team of Advanced
Life Support paramedics who
arrived within minutes.

First to arrive on the scene
in response to Martin's 911
call, however, were police
officers Christopher Cox and
Douglas Scoggins.  Cox, realiz-
ing the immediacy of the situ-
ation, broke out the vehicle

glass to gain access to Teper
for Firefighter Jason
Hendrian who removed her
from the car. 

Hendrian reported back to
the dispatch office that Teper
was in full cardiac arrest with
no pulse at his initial assess-
ment. Firefighter Brent
Muller immediately started
what is known as

Among those receiving awards from Northville Township for their heroic efforts in saving the life of a
20-year-old woman last December were, from left, Firefighter Will Caruso, Firefighter Brent Muller,
Police Ofc. Christopher Cox, Danielle Teper, Dispatcher Jennifer Allen, Dispatcher Jeanette
Schrameck and Police Ofc. Douglas Scoggins.

Danielle Teper 

Northville Township Director of Public Safety John Werth, right,
praised the heroic work of the team of first responders who
saved Danielle Teper's life. Fire Chief Richard Marinucci was also
on hand during the award presentation. Photos by Don Howard

See Heroes, page 4

See Meeting, page 6

Don Howard
Staff Writer
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CANTON - NORTHVILLE

NOTICE!!

WESTWOOD COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BUDGET HEARING

A Public Hearing on its proposed budget will be held by the Board of Education of
the Westwood Community School District on:

Thursday, June 11, 2015
at 7:00 p.m.

In the
Equilla F. Bradford

Administrative Center
3335 S. Beech Daly Road

Dearborn Heights, Michigan 48125

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE PROPOSED 
TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED BUDGET

WILL BE A SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.
Copies of the proposed budget will be available for review in the Westwood
Administrative Office Center between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on June
11, 2015.

Cheryl Bell-Everett, Secretary 
Westwood Board of Education

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at
the meeting/hearing upon a two week notice to the Charter Township of Canton. These services include signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or calling the following:

Gwyn Belcher, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI  48188
(734) 394-5260

Published: May 28, 2015 EC052815-1135  2.5 x 1.557

Canton honors township public service department

Chalk ‘artists’ are sought

Canton Township celebrated
National Public Works Week
recently by recognizing the
employees in the public works
division of the township.

The special week was institut-
ed as a public education cam-
paign by the American Public
Works Association in 1960, and is
observed each year during the
third full week of May.  

According to Tim Faas, direc-
tor of Canton's Municipal
Services Department, this year
the celebration theme was
“Community Begins Here” which
fits well with the new depart-
ment brand “Community Starts
with Us.” 

“Often the first contact a new
resident, or business, has with
Canton is with the staff of the
Municipal Services
Department,” said Faas. “We
want to ensure the customer has
a great experience starting out in
Canton.”

The designated week is

designed to call attention to the
importance of public works in
the community and enhance the
prestige of the often-unsung
heroes of our society- the profes-
sionals who serve the public
good every day with quiet dedi-
cation, he added.

The Canton Public Works
Division is part of the Municipal
Services Department in the
township and is broken into five
sections; Fleet Maintenance,
Water Distribution, Sanitary
Sewer Collection, Environmental
Services and Customer Service.
All sections work closely together
to help provide and maintain the
infrastructure and services that
keep our community functioning
in an operable manner, Fass said.

The Fleet Maintenance facili-
ty is located behind Canton Fire
Station One, which is right next
to the administration building.
Fleet is responsible for the main-
tenance and repair of more than
170 township owned vehicles and

equipment such as police cars,
fire trucks and rescue vehicles,
cars and trucks, heavy equip-
ment, mowers and golf carts.
Water Distribution, Sanitary
Sewer Collection, Environmental
Services and Customer Service.

The Water Section is in charge
of operating and maintaining the
township water distribution sys-
tem.  With 23,000 customers, the
system has five main pressure
reducing valves with connections
to the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department transmis-
sion mains which provide water
primarily from the Springwells
water treatment plant. The
Canton water distribution system
contains about 420 miles of
pipeline, 4,500 fire hydrants and
4,400 gate valves. 

The Sanitary Sewer
Collection Section is responsible
for operating and maintaining
the township sewer system that
provides 20,804 residential and
2,394 commercial customers with

a reliable waste water disposal
system.  The system consists of
four sanitary sewer lift stations,
8,339 manholes, 1 mile of sani-
tary sewer force main, and 338
miles of gravity sanitary sewer
main.  

The Environmental Services
Section is in charge of the solid
waste collection program as well
as carrying out stormwater best
management practices. This sec-
tion is involved in inspecting of
35 miles of creeks and streams in
the Lower and Middle Rouge
River sub-watersheds for illegal
connections, log jams and stream
bank erosion. 

This section also receives
grant money to retro-fit, upgrade
and maintain storm water quality
ponds within Canton. 

The Customer Service Section
handles all customer complaints
and works with the cross-connec-
tion control program to ensure
the Canton water system is not
contaminated.  This section also

oversees installation and repair
of water meters, and coordinates
water service turn-on and shut-
off requests for commercial and
residential customers.  

In addition to the five sections
that make up the Public Works
Division, Canton recognized the
Engineering Services Division
which works closely with Public
Works to help maintain the com-
munity infrastructure.
Engineering Services is located
on the second floor of the Canton
Administration Building.  This
section ensures that the commu-
nity engineering design and con-
struction standards are met on
all projects. 

Engineering Services reviews
and inspects utilities, drainage
infrastructure, arranges special
assessment districts, road paving,
flood plains and wetlands, and
reviews outside agency permits.
They are also in charge of the
annual Sidewalk Replacement
Program.

The Northville Art House Chalk
Festival is the newest addition to the
Arts and Acts Festival.  

The Northville Art House and
friends of the Northville Art House will
provide each registered artist/group
one box of artist's chalk to create their
works of art from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
June 20 during the festival.

Pre-Registration is now under way.
Artists need to secure a chalk square in
advance. Participants will be given a 12-

color box of chalk and a sidewalk
square assignment at the registration
tent located at the corner of Main and
Center streets beginning at 10 a.m.
There is a $5 registration/supply fee.
Prizes will be awarded in all age
groups.

Visit https://northvillearthouse.org/
special-events/chalk-festival/ to register.

The Northville Art House is located
at 215 W. Cady St. in Northville. For
more information, call (248) 344-0497.

intraosseous vascular access, a difficult
procedure used for the administration
of medication to patients in extreme res-
piratory failure.

At this point in time, Werth
explained, Teper had only about two
minutes to survive. 

Muller placed a catheter needle just
below her kneecap into the bone of her
leg to allow life-saving medication to go
directly to her heart. At the same time
Firefighter A.J. Spolsky ventilated her
lungs and started intubation with a bal-
loon while Firefighter Will Caruso
applied a defibrillator pad to her chest,
administering electrical shock therapy.
Firefighter Kyle Lewis and Firefighter
Mike Mandziuk took turns performing
chest compressions filling her lungs and
keeping her blood flowing to her brain
and other organs. 

The life saving team worked with
precision of an orchestra, Werth said,

doing everything possible to induce
Teper's heart to start beating again. 

Dispatchers working the phones from
several miles away communicated with
the medical team and located Teper's
sister and were able to pass on impor-
tant and critical medical information to
the paramedics working to save Teper's
life.

Teper's parents, Art and Maureen
Teper, were with her last Thursday as
the men and women who saved her life
received official recognition for their
efforts from township officials, along
with their gratitude. Maureen Teper
said the minutes waiting for her daugh-
ter's heart to start beating again must
have seemed like an eternity to the men
working to save her life in that parking
lot.

Teper and her family were all smiles
last week as Werth introduced and con-
gratulated each of the professionals
responsible for saving her life.

"I sincerely commend the public safe-
ty personnel involved in this incident
who exhibited quick thinking, teamwork
and professionalism of the highest qual-
ity," said Werth.

Heroes
FROM PAGE 1

Congratulations 
The Canton Police Department welcomed new police officers, Kenneth Montone,
left, and Kenneth Kleszcz, right, to the department last week. Both new officers
took their oaths of office with friends and family present and were congratulated
by Deputy Chief Scott Hilden, center. All new police officers in Canton are
required to successfully complete a 16-week instructor-led field training program,
prior to working on their own. This program is designed to orientate and develop
recruit officers, maximizing their potential and providing them with the tools nec-
essary to successfully make the transition into their new position as a Canton
police officer, a spokesman said.
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WAYNE - WESTLAND

01. Obituaries
02. In Memoriam 
03. Cards of Thanks
04. Monuments 

& Cemetery Plots
05. Personals/Announcements
06. Legal Notices
07. Attorneys
08. Entertainment
09. Lost & Found
10. Coming Events
30. Help Wanted

31. Help Wanted Sales
32. Help Wanted Drivers
33. Child Care
34. Specialized Services
35. Situations Wanted
40. Business Opportunity
42. Health and Fitness
43. Money to Loan
44. Music/Art Lessons
45. Adult Care
46. Private Schools/Instruction
47. Riding/Horses/Stables

50. Pets & Supplies
54. Rummage Sales
55. Estate Sales
56. Flea Markets
57. Antiques
58. Garage and Yard Sales
59. Auctions
60. Misc. Sales
61. Misc. Items
62. Building Supplies
63. Business and 

OfficeEquipment

64. Lawn & Garden Supplies
65. Tree Service
66. Landscape / Nurseries
67. Garden Plant / Supplies
68. Garden / Produce
70. Masonry / Brickwork
72. Cleaning Services
73. Musical Merchandise
74. Sporting Goods
75. Boats / Accessories 
76. Remodeling & Renovations
77. Recreation Vehicles

78. Hunting / Fishing
82. Wanted to Buy
87. Room for Rent
88. Duplexes for Rent
89. Apartments for Rent 
90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent
92. Business Places for Rent
93. Banquet Halls
94. Farm Land for Rent
95. Real Estate
96. Houses for Rent
97. Cottages for Rent

98. Manufactured/Mobile Homes
99. Flats for Rent
100. Will Share
101. Wanted to Rent
102. Storage
103. Business Property for Sale
104. Farms & Acreage for Sale
105. Mobile Homes for Sale
106. Houses for Sale
107. Condos/Townhouses for Sale
108. Lake and Resort
109. Income Property

110. Lots for Sale
111. Out of State Property
112. Commercial Lease
113. Real Estate Wanted 
114. Auto Accessories
115. Autos for Sale
116. Antique & Classic Cars 
117. Trucks & Vans for Sale
118. Freebies
119. Auto Repairs 
120. Motorcycles
121. Autos Wanted

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD CALL 734-467-1900 OR EMAIL ADS@JOURNALGROUP.COM

Classified 

DATA SOLUTIONS INC 
– CANTON, MI -

MULTIPLE OPENINGS

Senior Java Programmer
Analyst-Participate & con-
tribute in the development
of highly scalable web
applications including
analysis, design and data
model using J2EE
Technologies in Cloud
environments. Designing
solutions based on busi-
ness requirements and
develop solutions in both
backend or frontend using
Test Driven Development
and with biweekly scrum.
Implement standard design
patterns, ensure adher-
ence to coding conven-
tions and procedures, as
well as compliance with
design and functional
requirements. Collaborate
with developers and archi-
tects of related systems to
define, implement, and val-
idate integration of sys-
tems. Masters degree in
Information Systems,
Computer Applications,
related field or equivalent.
Must be Sun Certified
Programmer for Java 5
Platform.  Must have
hands-on experience in
Java technologies and
tools - Java 7, J2EE 5,
RESTFUL & SOAP
WebServices, Spring
Framework, Junit, SoapUI,
Test Driven Development &
Agile Methodologies,
HTML5, JavaScript,
AngularJS, SQL Server,
Amazon Web Services,
SVN & Github, SoapUI &
Tomcat.

Systems Administrator-
Build, install, configure,
manage, administer, main-
tain and support various
computer systems/servers.
Create and deploy operat-
ing system physical
images. Manage Virtual
Infrastructure for
VMware,create standard
virtual machines and tem-
plates. Establish and
implement policies and
procedures for network

usage and monitor reliabili-
ty and security of network
infrastructure and operat-
ing systems across multi-
ple platforms. Design,
Architect and Manage the
Data Centers,VM Farm's
and Operating System
Configuration's. Minimum
of an associates degree
plus 6 years of Systems
Administration.Must have
strong technical skills
including Windows
2008/2012,Sun Solaris,
RedHat Linux, VMWare
4.x/5.x,Exchange Server
2 0 0 7 / 2 0 1 0 / 2 0 1 3 , E M C
Symmetrix, Tivoli Storage
Manager,VB,Powershell &
Shell Scripting.Must hold
technical certifications
including CCNA,IBM-
LCP,MCSE,VCP.

Travel to client sites may be
required. M-F, 40hr/wk.
Email resume to Data
Solutions Inc. at hr@dat-
solinc.com.

Yard work 
mow & trim
All Seasons

734-667-3513

Drivers: Drive Like a
Champion Penske
Logistics hauling freight!
HOME DAILY! Flat Rock
based No-Touch Positions!
Excellent Weekly Pay!
Comprehensive Benefits!
$3000 Sign-on Bonus!
Monthly Bonus! Brand
NEW equipment!  
Class-A CDL 18 months
experience Call Today: 

1-855-395-6630

Full time Drivers wanted!
Holland is hiring Drivers in
Detroit. Drvs w/ 1 year or
50k miles exp, w/ tanker &
hazmat.  The recruiter will
be on site May 19, 20, 21
from Noon to 5pm at 27411
Wick Road, Romulus, MI,
48174. Apply at
Hollandregional.com/caree
rs EEO/AAE Minorities/
Females/Persons with
Disabilities/ Protected
Veterans

Drivers: Drive Like a
Champion. Penske Logistics
Hauling Freight! HOME
DAILY & Regional, No-Touch
Positions.  -$3000 Sign-on
Bonus! Excellent Weekly
Pay!  -Plus, Monthly Bonus!  
-And, Brand NEW equip-
ment! Class-A CDL 18
months exp Call: 1-855-395-
6630.

Owner Operators Needed!
Dedicated Lanes! From MI,
KC,TN areas. CDL-A, 12 mo
Exp. www.bawc.com or
Tabitha: 800-325-7884 Ext. 4.

Belleville I-94/275
3 BR, 1 bath ranch Full base-
ment, 1/2 finished.
Appliances, large storage
shed. No lawn maintenance. 
No Pets. No Smokers. 
Credit Check. $850-$825.

734-699-2015

2003 Red Harley 
Ultra Classic

Excellent Condition.
17,000 miles. 

$12,500. 
734-697-2510

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK.
Work from anywhere 24/7.
Up to $1,500 Part Time to
$7,500/mo. Full Time.
Training provided.
www.WorkServices3.com
(MICH)

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

MEDICAL BILLING
TRAINEES NEEDED!
Become a Medical Office
Assistant! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online
training can get you job
ready! HS Diploma/GED &
PC/Internet needed! 1-877-
253-6495 (MICH)

FOR SALE- 
MISCELLANEOUS

SAWMILLS from only
$4,397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In Stock, ready
to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.co
m 1-800-578-1363
Ext.300N (MICH)

HELP WANTED- 
TRUCK DRIVER

$5000 Sign On Bonus!
$65-$75K Annually, Plus
Bonuses! Home Weekly
and Excellent Benefits,
CDL A and 6 Months
Experience Required, Call
888-409-6033, Apply
O n l i n e
www.Dr iveForRed.com
(MICH)

Now Hiring Flatbed Drivers
- Earn 42-48 cpm start pay,
based on experience -
High Miles! BC/BS
Insurance, Pets Allowed.
CDL-A, 1-Year OTR

Required. 888.476.4860
w w w. d r i v e c h i e f . c o m
(MICH)

INSTRUCTION,
SCHOOLS

AVIATION Grads work with
JetBlue, Boeing, NASA,
others-start here hands on
training for FAA certifica-
tion. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 1-877-891-
2281 (MICH)

MISCELLANEOUS

This classified spot for sale.
Advertise your EVENT,
PRODUCT, or RECRUIT an
applicant in more than 130
Michigan newspapers!
Only $299/week. To place,
Call: 800-227-7636 (MICH)

Stop OVERPAYING for your
prescriptions! Save up to
93%! Call our licensed
Canadian and International
pharmacy service to com-

pare prices and get $15.00
off your first prescription
and FREE Shipping. 1-800-
259-4150 (MICH)

STEEL BUILDINGS

PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS- Free Estimates-
Licensed and insured-2x6
Trusses-45 Year Warranty
Galvalume Steel-19 Colors-
Since 1976-#1 in
Michigan-Call Today 1-800-
292-0679. (MICH)

Teen is charged in stabbing

To advertise 

in The Eagle 

call 

734-467-1900.

Need a job?

Looking to buy? 

Looking to sell? 

Need to rent?

Find it fast in the Eagle’s

Classifieds.

Call 734-467-1900to place your 

classified ad or email 

ads@journalgroup.com.

The Wayne Community
Center will be closed in a cost-
cutting measure to help balance
the serious deficit budget in the
city.

Closure of the facility was
among the measures city council
members approved earlier this
month as they met to attempt to
solve the structural deficit in the
city. The new $16.3 million budg-
et was proposed by City Manager
David Murphy who this week
accepted a job as the new city
manager in Farmington.

The new budget for 2015-16
also included suggestions from
Murphy that the city use reserve
funds earmarked for retiree
health care to pay $1.6 million in
general fund obligations, move
city hall into the library building
and move the library to the com-
munity center along with selling
some park land in the city.

Murphy told the council mem-

bers that it will be necessary for
them to meet regularly to discuss
the budget, expenses and spend-
ing in the city. 

“You can't just pass this budg-
et as you did in the old days and
walk away.  You're going to hell
in a hand basket.”

Wayne voters soundly reject-
ed a proposed police and fire
retirement system and a request-
ed new 3-mill tax earlier this
month.

Voters cast 1,743 no votes on
Proposal 1, the question of estab-
lishing a Public Act 345 millage
that could have generated about
$1 million annually. Only 805 city
voters cast votes in favor of the
question.

This is the second time voters
have rejected the proposal
which was on a ballot last year
with similar results. The city
budget was prepared prior to the
first rejection of the millage by

voters, leaving a large revenue
gap for city officials to attempt to
manage in budget preparations
for next year. 

Voters also rejected Proposal
2 which would have included the
five-year levy of an additional 3
mills. Only 706 voters said yes
while 1,852 rejected the request.

Wayne property values have
dropped nearly 50 percent since
the recession, severely impact-
ing the amount of tax revenue
the city receives from property
taxes. Efforts to save expendi-
tures include exploration of a

self-insurance plan, and the
application for a federal SAFER
grant to fund the hiring of new
firefighters, cutting overtime
costs in that department.

Councilman Al Damitio con-
tinued his efforts to keep the
community center open for the
public. Damitio suggested mov-
ing both city hall and the
Department of Public Works into
the building. A financial analysis
of his recommendations showed
that after the $450,000 in neces-
sary renovations to accomplish
the moves, the shortfall in the

city would be increased by
$815,000.

Undeterred, Damitio urged
each council member to consid-
er the consequences of closing
the community center.

Mayor James Hawley
responded that if residents felt
so strongly about the community
center, they would have
approved the ballot measures to
provide the necessary revenue. 

“We hope to have some oppor-
tunities in the near future. I
think we will have a real commu-
nity center providing better serv-
ices,” said Hawley, referring to
discussions to regarding privatiz-
ing the facility and services.

Following Murphy's sugges-
tion of regular meetings to deal
with the budget, council mem-
bers agreed to begin meeting on
Tuesday evenings specifically to
discuss the financial concerns of
the city.

A 17-year-old Westland man
faces a preliminary court exami-
nation today in 18th District
Court, charged with fatally stab-
bing a Belleville man in the
early-morning hours of May 16.

According to police reports,
Dion Patterson faces charges of
homicide-felony murder, homi-
cide-second degree murder, first-
degree home invasion and
assault with a dangerous weapon
in the death of Matthew Green,
33.

Green, a Belleville resident,
was visiting his girlfriend who

lives on the 35000 block of
Thames in Westland, according
to police reports.  The couple
and two others returned to their
residence next door to
Patterson's mother's home at
about 2:15 a.m. May 16.
Patterson's mother reportedly
had words with the group about
being too loud and noisy through
her window. The altercation
reportedly woke Patterson who
took a kitchen knife and went to
the neighboring home, entering
through an unlocked side door,
where he encountered Green. 

Green reportedly attempted
to force Patterson from the home
and suffered three stab wounds
during the ensuing struggle.
Officers said he was transported
to Oakwood Wayne Hospital
where he later died of his
injuries.

Following the stabbing, police
said that Patterson returned to
his mother's home where he was
arrested immediately by police
without incident.

During his arraignment last
week, a not-guilty plea was
entered on his behalf.

‘Friends’ seek help
The City of Wayne Friends

program is seeking volunteers,
donations and homes where
help with maintenance might
be needed.

The program, “Friends,
People Helping People” was
started in 1998 to help Wayne
residents whose homes are in
need of some tender loving
care.

Homes are usually chosen
based on the homeowner's
inability to handle the work

themselves, due to either
financial or health reasons.
Friends will pair up the select-
ed home with a group of will-
ing volunteers to complete the
work. This year, the volunteers
will work on Saturday, Sept. 12.

Nominations for homes
with owners who need help,
donations for the program and
volunteer information are
available at the Wayne
Community Development
Office, (734) 419-0118.

You can't just pass this budget 

as you did in the old days and walk away.  

You're going to hell in a hand basket.

”
Wayne council agrees to close community center

IF YOU USED THE BLOOD
THINNER XARELTO and suffered
internal bleeding, hemorrhaging,
required hospitalization or a loved
one died while taking Xarelto
between 2011and the present
time, you may be entitled to com-
pensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 

1-800-535-5727



Two men have been charged in the
death of a man found in the early morn-
ing of May 13 on an Inkster street.

State police were contacted by offi-
cers from Inkster after responding to a
2:30 a.m. call from a resident who report-
ed finding a deceased man in the middle
of the 4100 block of Moore Street. When
officers from Inkster responded, they
found the unidentified man and contact-
ed the state police for investigative aid.

Inkster Police Chief Joseph Thomas,
Jr. said the investigation was a coopera-
tive effort between Inkster officers and
the Michigan State Police.

Thomas said the investigation proved
that there is still a "very involved public"
in the city who "despite some very unfor-
tunate recent incidents, still like and
trust their police department." 

The deceased has been identified as
Jalen Muhammad, 21, of Inkster.

Of the three individuals interviewed
by detectives, two were juveniles who
have been released into the custody of
their parents.

On May 15, the Wayne County
Prosecutor authorized a two-count war-
rant for felony firearms and felon in pos-
session of a firearm for Lucky Steven

Hurst, 26, of Inkster. He was arraigned in
the 22nd District Court and his bond was
set at $20,000, according to information
provided by the state police.

A two-count was issued May 20 by the
prosecutor for assault with intent to mur-
der and felony firearms for Eric Anthony
Stephens, 25, also of Inkster. He was
arraigned in 22nd District Court and his
bond was set at $50,000.

State police said that the incident
remains under investigation but that no
one else is in custody at this time.

State police requested anyone with
information regarding this homicide call
the Second District Special Investigation
Section at (734) 368-8290 or 1-800-
CRIME. 
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BELLEVILLE - INKSTER - ROMULUS
Romulus student wins Gates Foundation scholarship

Belleville council OK’s sale of rehabilitation bonds

2 men arrested in Inkster homicide

Brooke Waldon has joined an
elite group of students through-
out the country who have man-
aged to catch the attention of
Microsoft founder Bill Gates.

Or at least the foundation he
and his wife support.

Waldon, a senior at Romulus
High School, was recently award-
ed an academic scholarship
available to high-achieving stu-
dents which provides full finan-
cial support at the college or uni-
versity of their choice. It is fund-
ed through the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and is consid-
ered one of the most prestigious
college awards in the country.

Waldon is ranked second in

academic achievement in her
class with a grade point average
of 4.1779. She is a member of the
national Honor Society, Business
Professionals of America and
FCCLA. She is alo a member of
the varsity wrestling team, plays
varsity softball, a member of the
quiz bowl team and is the presi-
dent of student government at
Romulus High School.

The Gates Millennium
Scholars Program will fund her
education at Syracuse University
where she will study bio-medical
engineering.  

In addition to the financial
support, as a Gates scholar,
Walson will be provided with

leadership development oppor-
tunities, mentoring, academic
and social support through the
Millennium Scholars program
which was founded in 1999.

The program is administered
by the United Negro College
Fund and partner organizations
including the Hispanic
Scholarship Fund, the Asian &
Pacific Islander American
Scholarship Fund and the
American Indian Graduate
Center. 

Since inception, the scholar-
ship has paid for more than
20,000 students to attend colleges
and universities, and has award-
ed more than $614 million for

education costs including tuition,
fees, books and housing. 

To qualify for the scholarship
award, applicants must have a
3.3 grade point average (GPA) on
a 4.0 scale, possess outstanding
leadership abilities, demonstrate
significant financial need and
plan to enroll for the first time at
an accredited U.S. college or uni-
versity. Additionally, applicants
must be a citizen, national or
legal permanent resident of the
United States, and be of African
American, American
Indian/Alaska Native, Asian
Pacific Islander American or
Hispanic American heritage.

Members of the Belleville City Council
recently approved a resolution of intent
to issue $550,000 in general obligations
bonds to fund sewer rehabilitation
efforts in the city.

The bond is expected to fully fund the
$423,043.13 bid of Liquiforce Services
and the added engineering costs, bond
counsel and associated expenses accord-
ing to Ryan Kern, an engineer from
Hennessey. He told the council members

present at the meeting that the
Liquiforce bid was about $75,000 less
than anticipated for the work involved in
the project. The bonds will be repaid
from sewage disposal revenue for a term
not to exceed 20 years.

The project includes the acquisition
and construction of improvements to the
city sewage disposal system, including
rehabilitating certain sewers throughout
the city with cured-in-place pipe lining

and rehabilitation of manholes, together
with all necessary interests in land,
rights-of-way, appurtenances and attach-
ments.

Kern said the installation of the sewer
liners should begin in October and can
continue until temperatures drop to 15-
20 degrees.

Belleville DPW Director Keith Tackett
told the council members that the plan is
to have it all done before next spring.

Kern said that day-long street closings
would be necessary as the work progress-
es through the city, but would be tempo-
rary.

By state law, the bonds will be issued
without a vote of the electors unless a
petition requesting such a vote signed by
not less than 10 percent of the registered
voters of the city is filed within 45 days of
publication of the legal notice to taxpay-
ers of the intent to sell the bonds.

Candles and cake
Frank Costello, owner of Gracie Cee Pastaria, left, hosted the 116th birthday
party for Jeralean Talley, center, and her family, including her daughter, Thelma
Holloway, right, last week. Talley, of Inkster has been officially named as the old-
est woman in the world. She also celebrated at Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church in Inkster on Sunday. 

Brooke Waldon

Lucky Hurst   Eric Stephens
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insisted the contract be immedi-
ately awarded to them.

In one of several heated
exchanges, Trustee Bob
Doroshewitz questioned the
number of resident homes that
would need containers and
questioned who would own the
containers and maintain them.
He was told there are 8,600
homes in the township that
would be affected and the per
annum cost per home for the
automated service would be
$180. 

The seven-year contract
would cost taxpayers approxi-
mately $10,836,000.

A contentious proposed
motion to amend the 2015
General Fund Budget to add the
new parks director also caused
tempers to flare during the
meeting. Edwards has been act-
ing as the parks supervisor since
2010.

Doroshewitz noted that the
$60,000 a year job was actually a
$100,000 a year job when bene-
fits were factored in and that if
the job lasted for 25 years the
board was making a $2.5 million
decision.

He criticized the job descrip-
tion for the park job noting that
the new director will report to
the township supervisor and act
as “township representative.”
He said that while he felt the
position was probably necessary,
he could find no justification
whatsoever for the position in
the materials supplied to the
board. He said that the claim
that Edwards had saved the
township “hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars” included in the
resolution language was not ver-
ified by any of the auditors'

reports he had received. 
The parks job requirements

were limited to an individual
with a four-year degree in engi-
neering, a valid drivers license
and the possession of “interper-
sonal and communication skills
necessary to interact with the
public, staff and outside agency
personnel” along with grant
writing experience.  During dis-
cussion, Township Supervisor
Shannon Price said it was clear
the position was needed.

“There was confusion ... who
was in charge of the park and
who wasn't in charge of the
park,” Price said.

Doroshewitz said he agreed
that a director was needed but
said the job description and
qualifications presented did not
meet the experience necessary
to manage the township parks.

Price responded that the
grant-writing facet of the job
description, if successful, would
pay for the new director.
Edwards also stressed the grant-
writing portion of the qualifica-
tions for the position which
would be that of a department
director.

The new job was created by a
4-2 vote of the board with
Trustee Mike Kelly absent.

The administrative assistant
position in the clerk's office will
include 15-20 hours weekly with
a wage of $18.47 per hour. The
job was approved in the same
amendment as the new parks
director position.

Some residents remarked
they felt that the ambiguity in
the parks director job descrip-
tion didn't include any of the key
elements for a park warden or
park superintendent. Critics
said Price had a pre-selected
candidate in mind who fit the
job description but who would
serve, in reality, as a functional
deputy for the supervisor.

‘Kidnapping’ planned in Plymouth

Police presence prompts concern

Plymouth Community United
Way plans to be part of a kidnap-
ping.

That isn't quite as ominous as
it sounds as it is all in good fun
during a fundraiser set for June
20.

It's not a real kidnapping, but
a game presented by Quizzo
Detroit. Designed for ages 21
and up, the game consists of
teams of four investigators who
use crime scene analysis, prob-

lem solving and clues to crack
the case.

The entire game takes place
on foot downtown so organizers
recommend wearing comfort-
able walking shoes and weather
appropriate clothing.
Participants also need their
identification and at least one
smart phone and one flashlight
per team.

The game begins at 8 p.m.
and lasts approximately 2-1/2

hours with the opportunity to
purchase beverages throughout
the night at local establishments.

The cost to participate is $80
per team of four. The winning
team will be awarded a prize
package courtesy of downtown
businesses.

To register, call the Plymouth
Community United Way at (734)
453-6879.

For more information, visit
www.plymouthunitedway.org.

Several residents who attend-
ed the regular Plymouth
Township Board of Trustees
meeting last week were surprised
at what they described as an
“increased police presence” at
the proceedings.

Police Chief Tom Tiderington,
however, said that there had been
no official request for any officers
at the meeting at that those in
attendance were not assigned
there as part of their regular
patrols or by special request.

Residents, however, noted that

an armed officer stood in the exit
door during the entire meeting
and at times rested his hand on
his holstered weapon. In addi-
tion, there was an armed plain
clothes lieutenant in the audi-
ence and Tiderington was pres-
ent, as usual, at the officials' table.

Meetings have reportedly
been heated and contentious
recently and officials have been
escorted to their vehicles follow-
ing the proceedings by officers.
Following one recent meeting,
witnesses reported a loud alter-

cation between a trustee and
another elected official.  

Township resident State Rep.
Kurt Heise who attended the
meeting in question last week
later remarked about his shock at
the obvious police presence dur-
ing the meeting.

“In the hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of public meetings I've
attended, I can't remember the
number of times I've seen an
armed police officer standing at
the door in a defensive position
like that,” Heise said.

order on the case in February
following a televised interview
with the parents and reported
comments from Posner, who
spoke to the media about the
plea-bargain offer and change in
defense counsel only after being
removed as Sikorski's attorney.

Posner claims there is no con-
flict of interest because she did
not discuss substantive matters

with Sikorski's parents.
According to police reports,

officers were called to the
Sikorski's Heather Hills home in
Plymouth Township at about 2:30
a.m. Oct. 17 after the family was
awakened by the 12-year-old
boy's screams. The boy told
police his sister had attacked
him with a knife as he slept and
police investigators later discov-
ered text messages on Sikorski's
phone indicating that Rivera was
outside the home, giving her
instructions and advice on killing
her entire family by slashing
their throats. The two were

arrested the following day at
Rivera's Detroit home and have
remained in custody on $1 mil-
lion bond.

The three Sikorski children
were adopted from an orphan-
age in Poland about 10 years ago.
Sikorski was allegedly abused by
her birth parents prior to her
adoption and Posner has
claimed that the teen suffers
from a form of post traumatic
stress disorder and was intimi-
dated into the attempted mur-
ders by Rivera, under duress.

No further information is
available due to the gag order.

Plea
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Meeting
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