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A mistrial was declared
last Wednesday in the trial of
Christopher Sanders
accused of identity theft in
circumstances surrounding
the HalloWayne event.

See page 4.

The 11th Annual Romulus
Animal Shelter Bowling
Fundraiser is planned for
7:30 p.m. Friday, May 8 at
Romulus Lanes. Registration
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

See page 5.

While voters in the city
turned down the request for
a public safety millage town-
ship voters approved both
requests for public safety
funding by a landslide last
week.

See page 2.

Northville Township was
recently notified that the
financial reporting in their
community has been award-
ed the Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award. 

See page 3.

Current Library Director
Debra Green submitted her
letter of resignation to the
Belleville Area District
Library Board last month.
She will officially retire May
15.

See page 4.
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Mayor William R. Wild,
along with his Westland Wild
Wings, is once again getting
ready for the Annual Red
Wing Alumni Charity
Hockey game.

See page 5.

The Canton Township
Police Department will offer
some very special training
April 23 through May 28 dur-
ing the new Citizens Police
Academy.

See page 3.

Vol. 15, No. 10

Wayne County
Commissioner Richard
LeBlanc, State Rep. Julie
Plawecki, and State Sen.
David Knezek will be hosting
monthly coffee hour events
in Inkster.

See page 5.

Plymouth Township has been ordered by
Wayne County Court Chief Judge Robert J.
Colombo to return a 190-acre parcel of farm-
land purchased from Wayne County to the
City of Detroit, the rightful owners of the
property.

The parcel of land, located at Five Mile
and Ridge roads is the site of the former
Detroit House of Correction, also known as
DeHoCo, which closed in 1986.  Plymouth
Township obtained the land, which includes
an uncontested portion, in September 2011
for $606,150, according to Wayne County
Chief Deputy Treasurer David Szymanski.
The land, along with the uncontested por-
tion, had been on the tax assessment rolls at

$15 million at one time. The county sold the
land to the township at a tax foreclosure
sale after township officials reported
unpaid taxes on the parcel. In fact, accord-
ing to court records, ownership of the land
had been erroneously recorded in the town-
ship assessor's office and Detroit, the legal
owner of the land, was never notified of
taxes due.

Township resident Richard Sharland,
who owns land near the contested property,

became curious about the actual ownership
of the land when a friend told him it had
been sold. Sharland's research proved that
Detroit was actually the legal owner of the
land and he subsequently called the erro-
neous transaction to the attention of Detroit
City Council members with the help of
Beverly Kindle-Walker a legislative assistant
to Wayne County Commissioner Tim
Killeen.

Sharland said his impression at that time
was that Detroit representatives would
attempt to “work things out” with Plymouth
Township rather than have to pursue legal
redress. 

Detroit attorneys initially filed a lawsuit
April 2013 after attempted negotiations with

A 15-year-old Northville High School stu-
dent has been permanently expelled from
the district for his part in a threat of violence
at the high school in December.

Members of the Northville Board of
Education voted unanimously to expel the
student during a Feb. 10 meeting.

The threat took place Dec. 18 following a
call to the State of Michigan “Ok2Say” tip
line about a threat at the high school.
Northville Township Police said at the time
the, “threat was deemed credible; due to

naming specific students, weapons, explo-
sives and a specific time frame. A lock down
of the 2,500 students and staff was initiated to
ensure their safety.”

The school liaison officer was notified and
followed up on leads at the school, interview-
ing two students at the time. Township
police, Michigan State Police and the FBI
participated in a more detailed investigation
which led to the arrest of the 15-year-old on
Jan. 6.  He was charged with making false ter-
roristic threats, and a false report or threat of

bomb or harmful device by the Wayne County
Prosecutor's Office on Jan. 7. If convicted of
those criminal charges, the student could
face 20 years in prison on the threat charge
and four years in prison on the false report
charges. He faced a judge during a prelimi-
nary hearing on the charges on Jan. 7. 

The student had an attorney present dur-
ing the board hearing regarding his expul-
sion and an appeal to the decision was filed
and considered by the members of the school
board. 

”I think the whole plan from 

the beginning was to steal 

the property from the city...

Judge returns township land to Detroit

Northville expels student for false threat

Members of the Canton Township Board
of Trustees approved the requests of two
expanding manufacturers for tax abate-
ments last week.

Greenfield Die & Manufacturing Corp., a
company that makes automotive doors for
General Motors and Chrysler, was granted a
50-percent, 4-year tax abatement on costs for
some of the construction at the Haggerty
and Warren factory. The company has plans
to invest $1.1 million in renovations at the
plant and will hire 35 new employees,
according to Canton Economic
Development Manager Kristen Thomas who
presented the requests to the members of
the board last week.

POOF-Slinky, a toy manufacturer, was
granted a 50-percent, 3-year tax abatement
on costs of a planned $1.4 million expansion

at the distribution center and offices near
Haggerty and Michigan Avenue. The compa-
ny plans to expand by 215,000 square feet
and will hire six new employees.

The company will double the office space
in Canton and will also add equipment
including storage racks and forklifts, accord-
ing to a company spokesman.

The industrial facilities exemption cer-
tificates require approval from the board
members for any tax abatement to be effec-
tive.

Thomas said the expansions and finan-

cial investments the companies were mak-
ing were compliant with the board efforts to
boost the economy in the township.

Township Treasurer Melissa McLaughlin
referred to the tax abatements as necessary
to promote economic growth but she and
other members of the board were mindful
that such tax breaks could impact local rev-
enue. Trustee Tom Yack, who joined the rest
of the board in the vote to approve the pro-
posed abatements, said a larger concern
was the number of businesses appealing
property assessments at the state level
which often cost local governments tax rev-
enue. He said the practice was unfair and
had cost local municipalities across the state
“millions if not billions” in tax revenue. 

The board members voted unanimously
to approve the two abatement requests. 

See LAND, page 2

Historic choice
Romulus names Pearl Varner 
as Person of the Year 2015

Members of the Greater
Romulus Chamber of
Commerce person of the year
selection committee surprised
Pearl Varner Dec. 14 when they
announced that she had been
selected as the 30th Romulus
Person of the year. 

Committee members who
made the selection on behalf of
the membership knew exactly
where they would find Varner
in order to let her know of her
selection for the honor. She was
at the Romulus Historical
Museum where she has served
as the museum director since
she was appointed to that posi-
tion in 1996 and where she
ensures that the museum is
open from 1-4 every Sunday.
Varner receives no financial
compensation for her work and
has often commented that her
family knows right where to
find her on Mother's Day. 

Varner was selected for her

commitment to the growth and
preservation of the Romulus
Historical Society. The muse-
um artifacts occupy two build-
ings, an 1839 Romulus School
House (District #1) which was
moved to the park in 1986,
opening to the public in 1991,
and The Historic 1855 Kingsley
House. The Kingsley House is a
unique duplex structure, which
was moved to the park in 1995,
and opened to the public in
2002.  Varner's father, Frederick
W. Hay, and her late mother,
Helen, led the efforts to save
both the historic buildings.
Without their backing, neither
of these projects may have
come to fruition, according to
many members of the historic
society. 

Varner utilizes an all-volun-
teer staff to man both of the
buildings for public visits.  She
also supervises individuals
supplied by the 34th District
Court Work Program. Current
and former Romulus residents,
visitors, history buffs, and those

researching family history and
genealogy are able to access a
wealth of information that is
contained in the archives of the
two buildings. Varner estab-
lished the archives in 2001, and
they continue to grow as the
museum receives more materi-
al. 

There are a total of five his-
toric structures on the property
that is known as Romulus
Historical Park, located in the
downtown area. Varner's father
was serving as the first chair-

man of the Romulus Historical
Commission when the park
was dedicated in the fall of
1992. The other three struc-
tures, considered by many as
vital to Romulus history, are a
circa 1900s Wabash Railroad
Freight House, which is the
only surviving railroad building
in the city along with a circa
1940s caboose, which traveled
the railroad tracks through
Romulus, and a windmill that

Pearl Varner

See Varner, page 5

Don Howard
Staff Writer

Mark Lewkowicz
Special Correspondent

”The board members voted 

unanimously to approve the 

two abatement requests. 

Canton OK’s tax abatement for 2 expansions
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 19, 2015 for the following:

PAINTING SERVICES FOR THE BARTLETT-TRAVIS HOUSE

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on our website at www.canton-mi.org, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company
name, address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability
in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish 3/05/2015 EC030515-1081  2.5 x 2.106

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed proposals at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 19, 2015 for the following:

CONSULTING SERVICES TO DEVELOP PARK, RECREATION AND 
OPEN SPACE FIVE YEAR MASTER PLAN

Proposals may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on our website at www.canton-mi.org, or you may contact
Mike Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All proposals must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal name,
company name, address and telephone number and date and time of opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disabil-
ity in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish 3/05/2015 EC030515-1084  2.5 x 2.203

PLYMOUTH

Pair takes plea deal
in shooting death 

While voters in the City of
Plymouth turned down the
request for a public safety mill-
age by 44 votes, township voters
approved two requests for pub-
lic safety funding by a landslide
last week.

In the city, voters were asked
to approve a property tax of up
to 1.5 mills, or about $1.50 for
every $1,000 of taxable value of
property. The tax would have
generated about $708,000 annu-
ally. Only 1,203 votes were cast,
with 594 against the new millage

and 550 in favor of the tax. The
total votes represented only 16
percent of total registered voters
in the city, according to the office
of the city clerk.

City officials asked for the
new funds to add two new offi-
cers to the force and pay for
other public safety expenses.
Currently, the City of Plymouth
has 16 officers, one hired last
month. The millage, if approved,
would have helped fund the
expense of the newest officer
and paid for one more toward

the goal of reaching a total of 17
officers. City officials said the
new officers would allow the
current force to spend more
time on patrol in local neighbor-
hoods rather than spend as
much time in the downtown
patrolling establishments that
sell liquor.

Officials said the new officer
would be funded through the
general fund and money from
the Downtown Development
Authority.

In Plymouth Township, how-

ever, voters took an entirely dif-
ferent approach and approved
the first proposal, a 20-year
renewal of 0.5631 for police and
fire funding, was approved by a
resounding 83.88 percent of the
votes cast. According to results
posted from the office of the
township clerk, 3,138 voters cast
yes votes on the question while
only 603 voted no. The second
police and fire public safety
millage, a 20-year renewal of
1.6348 mills, proposal in the
township was approved by 79.87

percent of the votes with 2,987
voters saying yes and only 753
voting no on the question. The
proposals will allow the current
levels of staffing in the police
and fire departments to remain
at current levels. The two ques-
tions will cost a township prop-
erty owner about $2.20 per thou-
sand dollars of taxable value of
their property. The taxes are
expected to generate about $3.7
million annually, or about 40
percent of the public safety
budget of $8.9 million.

the township were unsuccessful. In
January, attorneys for both the City of
Detroit and Plymouth Township filed for
summary judgment and motion calls were
heard last Friday before Colombo.

After three years of continuing investi-
gation and legal wrangling, Colombo ruled
in favor of the City of Detroit. In his ruling,
Colombo rejected the Plymouth Township
motion and granted summary disposition
to the City of Detroit based on their argu-
ment that state laws forbid the foreclosure
of public land. Attorneys also argued that
the City of Detroit was never correctly
notified of the tax arrearage.

Also named as defendants in the suit
were the Wayne County Treasurer's Office
and Wayne County Treasurer Raymond
Wojtowicz.

“Detroit was not given an equal oppor-
tunity,” Colombo said in his summation.

Colombo continued, citing a Supreme
Court ruling, “An individual needs to be
given reasonable effort to be heard.”

Wayne County attorney Jack Ghannam
said the county relied completely on infor-
mation received from Plymouth Township
regarding the foreclosure proceedings.

Timothy Becket, former supervising
assistant corporation counsel in the
Detroit Law Department Real Property
and Tax Appeals section, filed an affidavit
in January 2013 in the Wayne County
Register of Deeds in hopes of reversing

the transfer of the property without legal
action. Detroit attorneys said that at that
time the Law Department representatives
met with Plymouth Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume and Clerk Nancy
Conzelman but were unable to reach any
reasonable resolution. 

With the court ruling the township now
owns only the 133-acre portion of the 323-
acre parcel and nearly 77 acres of that
land are in a flood plain or are wetlands
and unsuitable for construction, according
to property records.

Township officials have been actively
involved in the proposed Five Mile
Technology Park which includes
Northville Township. Sources close to the
project reacted negatively to the decision
Friday and noted of Plymouth”…they
would have little to bring to the table for
participation,” in the proposed develop-
ment.

The township borrowed the purchase
price of $606,149.98 from Bank of Ann
Arbor and continues to make monthly
payments of $17,691.90. As of December
2014 the balance on the bank loan was
$429,269.30 at 3.10 percent interest with 27
payments remaining.

Kindle Walker said she was pleased
and called Colombo's ruling, “…a correct
assessment of the law.”

Sharland said he was elated at the
court decision.

“I think the whole plan from the begin-
ning was to steal the property from the
city,” he said. “I was confident it would
turn out this way. I'm very pleased to see
justice prevail.”

The Westland man accused of murder-
ing a 76-year-old Plymouth Township resi-
dent has accepted a plea deal which will
send him to prison for 25 to 60 years for
the killing and another two years for using
a gun in the commission of a felony.

According to police reports, Andrew J.
Nutt, 22, of Westland, entered a guilty plea
last Thursday in Wayne County Circuit
Court admitting responsibility in the
death of Kenneth LaBita who was found
shot to death in his Gilbert Street home on
Oct. 27. Nutt was charged with one count
of second-degree murder and using a gun
during a felony in LaBita's death.

Police said that LaBita had been shot
in the back of the head when discovered
in his living room by police officers who
had gone to his home following calls from
his neighbors concerned that his dog had
been outside for two days and his garage
door open, an unusual situation for
LaBita. 

LaBita, who had lived in his Gilbert
Street home for more than 40 years,
became a widower in 2012 when his wife,
Myrtle, died. He had grown up in the area,
according to neighbors and was a retired

employee of Dunn Steel. 
Police said that Nutt, who was

acquainted with LaBita, had gone to his
home in the company of Miriah N.
Pisarski, 20, of Wayne, on Oct. 24 to pur-
chase firearms and other items LaBita
was selling as he prepared to move out of
state. Prosecutors alleged that the guns
and other items, including cash, were
taken from LaBita's home after he was
killed.

In exchange for the guilty plea, prose-
cutors agreed to drop charges of first-
degree murder, felony murder and larce-
ny of firearms against Nutt.

Pisarski entered a guilty plea to single
counts of accessory after the fact in the
killing and larceny of firearms. The plea
agreement stipulates that Pisarski spend
two to five years in prison for her part in
the incident. In exchange for her guilty
plea, charges of felony murder were
dropped by prosecutors.

Nutt is scheduled for sentencing March
12 by Circuit Court Judge Mark Slavens
who is also expected to sentence Pisarski
the next day.

Both remain in police custody.

City voters reject millage, township gets OK

Land
FROM PAGE 1
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Classified 

Jacob Baskett
May 31, 1934
Feb. 20, 2015

Jacob Baskett died Feb.
20, 2015.
The son of the late Freddie
and Marion Baskett, he
married Annette Lowrance
in 1953 at the two were the
parents of 10 children.
Mr. Baskett worked for Ford
Motor Co. prior to his retire-
ment in 1996 after 50 years
of service. He enjoyed
restoring and driving clas-
sic cars in his spare time.
Among those survivors left
to cherish his memory are
his children, Bernard
Baskett, Sherri Walker,
Freddie Baskett, Deborah
Shelton, Marion Kirkland,
Stanley Baskett, Jeanettte
Baskett, Anthony Baskett,
Dwayne Baskett, Connie
McGee and Theron
McGee; a host of grand-
children; many great-
grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, cousins, and
many friends.
Memorial services took
place at the Penn Funeral
Home on Inkster Road in
Inkster. Thomas Paden was
the memorial speaker.
Serenity Cremation
Services in Taylor accorded
final rites. 

Denise Howard
May 4, 1961

Feb. 19, 2015
Denise Howard died Feb.
19, 2015.
She was the daughter of
Andrew and Avvie Howard.
A graduate of Inkster High
School, she attended
Virginia Farrell Beauty
School. She retired from
Macy's Salon at Fairlane
Mall in 2009.
Among those left to mourn
her passing are her par-
ents, Andrew and Avvie
Howard; her grandmother,
Marie Washington; sisters,
Elaine (Richard), Debra
(Kenneth) and Shirley;
brothers, Anthony, Andre
and Raynoldo (Tywanda);
nieces, Jayla, Aleseya,
Jayvynn, Tiana (Quarry),
Avvie (Brenon), Yolana,
Kendra and Jocelyn;
nephews, Richard (Trey),
Eric, Anthony, Cornelius,
Andre, Kevin, Terrell and
Thomas; many grand-
nieces and grandnephews;
a host of aunts, cousins
and other family members,
and many friends.
Funeral services took place
at the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah's Witnesses in
Inkster with Brother
Woodrow Barthwell officiat-
ing.
Final arrangements were
entrusted to the Penn
Funeral Home on Inkster
Road in Inkster.
Interment was at Westlawn
Cemetery in Wayne.

Betty L. Steward
Sunrise: April 23, 1933
Sunset: Feb. 15, 2015

Betty L. Steward died Feb.
15, 2015.
Mrs. Steward retired from
Detroit Metro Airport where
she had worked after she
and her husband moved to
Inkster from Mississippi.
Mrs. Steward was preced-
ed in death by her parents,
Odis and Pearlie Watson;
her beloved husband, Guy
G. Steward; a son, Vincent
Steward; a daughter,
Jeanette Steward; a sister,
Annie Pearl Sutton and four
brothers, Luther Watson,
Robert Lee Watson, Odis
Watson, Jr. and Robert
Watson.
Among those left to mourn
her death and treasure her
memory are her two devot-
ed sons, Michael
(Rebecca) and Gregory;
three sisters, Ollie
Robinson, Annie (William)
Scott and Jessie B.
Williams; three brothers,
John Williams, Ira (Rose)
Watson and Willie T. (Ann)
Watson; 10 grandchildren;
30 great-grandchildren;
five great-great-grandchil-
dren; a host of other family
members including in-laws,
aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and cousins, and
many beloved friends. 
Funeral services took place
at the Penn Funeral Home
with the Rev. Nathaniel
Bishop, Sr. officiating,
assisted by Minister Louise
Dixon and the Rev. Eddie
Watson.
Interment was at Sunset
Hills in Ypsilanti.

Shara Kaline Newell
Sunrise: June 4, 1977
Sunset: Feb. 16, 2015

Ms. Newell graduated from
Robichard High School in
1995 and worked as a cer-
tified caregiver and hair
stylist.
Among those left to mourn
her death and treasure her
memory are her mother,
Gwendolyn Baker; five
sons, Bobby Lee Harris,
Davonte Newell, Servio
Newell, KeyShawn Newell
and Jamal Newell; a sister,
Salina G. L. Newell; nieces,
Shara Imai Newell; a host
of aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews; cousins, Harriet
Hicks, Odell, Judy
Henderson, Twanna,
Robert, Kiesha, Carlito,
Carlos, Mareo Jr., Mareo
Newell, Darrin Curray, Sean
Hicks and Tyus Newell; a
host of great nieces and
great nephews, Kennady
McDuffie, Curtis McDuffie
and JaKovier, and many
friends.
Funeral services took place
at the Penn Funeral Home
on Inkster Road in Inkster.

Cornell Richard Jackson
Sunrise: May 15, 1982
Sunset: Feb. 15, 2015

Cornell Richard Jackson
died Feb. 15, 2015.
Mr. Jackson was a life-long
resident of Inkster and
attended the Inkster
Schools, later earning his
GED.
Mr. Jackson, who worked

in several small factories,
was also known as Nell,
Corn, Corny-Goose, Bra-
Bra, He-man and Face. 
Mr. Jackson was preceded
in death by her paternal
grandparents, Johnny and
Rose Cooper and his
maternal grandfather,
Samuel Douglas Christian,
and his mother, Belinda
Diane Jackson.
Among those survivors left
to cherish his memory are
his loving father, James A.
Cooper, a sister, Mietta M.
(Yoseph) Jackson; three
nieces, Nijah and Nakie
Jackson and Marielle
Williams; a loving and sup-
portive grandmother, Linda
Jackson; his life-long
friend, Christina Afful; a
host of aunts, uncles and
cousins, and many friends.
Homegoing services took
place at New Birth Baptist
Church with the Rev. Dr.
Joseph Stephens offering
the eulogy.
Final arrangements were
entrusted to the Penn
Funeral Home on Inkster
Road in Inkster. 
Interment was at
Metropolitan Memorial
Park in Belleville. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
CLINTON COUNTY

PUBLICATION 
OF NOTICE 

OF HEARING

FILE NO. 14-25207-NA

In the matter of 
ALAYNA JONES,

DEP. & NEG.      
DOB 03/28/2014

TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS  including *
ROBERT CARL JONES 

whose address(es) are
unknown and whose inter-
est in the matter may be
barred or affected by the
following: 

TAKE NOTICE: A hearing
will be held on  Tuesday,
March 24, 2015 at 1:00

p.m.  at Clinton County
Family Court, 100 E. State
St., St. Johns, MI    before
Hon. Lisa Sullivan
P51265  

for the following purpose:
a Termination of Parental
Rights Hearing, due to a
Petition being filed with the
court. 

WARNING: F A I L -
URE TO ATTEND THE
HEARING WILL CONSTI-
TUTE A DENIAL OF INTER-
EST IN THE MINOR, A
WAIVER OF NOTICE FOR
ALL SUBSEQUENT HEAR-
INGS, A WAIVER OF
RIGHT TO COURT-
APPOINTED ATTORNEY,
AND COULD RESULT IN
TERMINATION OF ANY
PARENTAL RIGHTS. 

Clinton County
Prosecutor's Office
100 E. State Street, 
Suite 3100   
St. Johns, MI 48879
(989)224-5260      

02/26/2015   
Clinton County
Department of 
Human Services   
105 W. Tolles Drive 
St. Johns, MI 48879
(989)224-5500                     

Commercial Cleaners
Part-time evenings in

Plymouth, Northville and
surrounding areas  

No experience required
586-759-3700

NOW HIRING
Looking for flexible, reliable
people ready to join our
team. All shifts, all positions
available. See Jessica.
47135 Five Mile Road
Plymouth. 

PART TIME ASSISTANT
MUST HAVE DRIVER’S

LICENSE 
OFFICE WORK

COMPUTER SKILLS 
A PLUS.

(734) 667-3513

Driver:  Carter Express –
Now Hiring CDL-A Solos up
to 38 cpm to start
Dedicated Daily Routes
within Michigan Daily
Canadian Routes available
Excellent Benefits; No Slip
Seat; Newer Equipment
(855) 219-4838. 

Owner Operators! Run
dedicated loads. Spring
Hill, TN to Lake Orion, MI.
CDL-A, 12 mo. Exp.
Tabitha: 800-325-7884 x4

Drivers: Drive Like a
Champion. Penske
Logistics hauling freight!
Home Daily & Regional No-
Touch Positions.  -$3000
Sign-on Bonus! -Plus, End
of the year raffle of Ford
F150 lease! -Plus,
Quarterly Bonus! -And,
Brand NEW equipment!
Can't Apply Online; Please
call:1-855-395-6630

Local & Linehaul Drivers
wanted! Holland is hiring
Drivers in Romulus, MI.
Drvs w/ 1 year or 50k miles
exp, w/ tanker & hazmat.
See the Recruiter on Feb
23rd & 24th between 3pm
and 6pm at the terminal
27411 Wick rd in Romulus
or apply Hollandregional.
com/ careers.EEO/AAE
Minorities/Females/Person
s with Disabilities/
Protected Veterans

Drivers CDL-A: $2400 sign
on bonus. Excellent Money
& Benefits. Dedicated
Routes-Michigan or
Canada. Monthly Bonus
Programs. 855-219-4839 

Drivers: Drive Like a
Champion. Penske
Logistics Hauling Freight!
HOME DAILY & Regional,
No-Touch Positions. -$3000
Sign-on Bonus! -Excellent
Weekly Pay! -Plus, Monthly
Bonus! -And, Brand NEW
equipment! Class-A CDL
18 months exp. Call: 1-855-
395-6630

BOLD

TYPE  

ATTRACTS 

MORE

READERS

To advertise 

in The Eagle 

call 

734-467-1900.

CANTON - NORTHVILLE

Northville Township wins
honors for budget plan

The Canton Township Police
Department will offer some very
special training April 23 through
May 28.

The department is planning a
new Citizens Police Academy for
individuals who are interested in
acquiring insight and knowledge
on how the police department
works to serve the Canton commu-
nity, according to Canton Public
Safety Director Todd Mutchler.

Individuals attending the acad-
emy will be educated on the poli-
cies and operational procedures
of the department through pre-
sentations, demonstrations and
hands-on activities, Mutchler said.
Students' personal knowledge on

law enforcement's role in the
criminal justice system will be
enhanced, as well as their under-
standing of the training and edu-
cation required for police officers
to effectively handle the chal-
lenges of police work, he said.

“Academy participants will
gain insight into the difficult chal-
lenges law enforcement personnel
face on a daily basis through inter-
esting and informative instruc-
tion,” said Mutchler.

The overall mission of the
Citizens Police Academy is to
develop positive relationships
between citizens and police offi-
cers, enhancing cooperation,
understanding, and general good

will. 
“We recognize the value of

transparency in police work, and
believe in the age-old concept of
the police are the public and the
public are the police,” said
Mutchler.

“The department conducted
several well-received Citizen
Police Academy classes in the

early 1980s, and we feel the timing
was right to reinstate this educa-
tional program for a cross-section
of citizens of our community,” he
added.

Canton Police Department
Citizens Police Academy will con-
tinue for six weeks from 6-9 p.m.
Thursdays April 23 - May 28, with
one Saturday morning session on

May 23.
Class size is limited for this free

program. Applicants must be 21 or
older, live or work in Canton
Township and have no felony con-
victions and no misdemeanor con-
victions in the past three years.
Applicants will be subject to a
background check.

Applications are available
online at www.cantonpublicsafe-
ty.org, or in person at the front
desk of the Canton Police
Department located at 1150 S.
Canton Center Road. Applications
will be accepted until March 15.
Questions can be directed to Staff
Operations Sgt. James Harrison at
(734) 394-5411.

Northville Township was
recently notified that the finan-
cial reporting in their communi-
ty has been awarded the
Distinguished Budget
Presentation Award from the
government Finance Officers
Association.

The honor was awarded to
Treasurer Marjorie F. Banner
after a careful examination of
the 2015 Budget and Financial
Plan. Municipal financial pro-
fessionals carefully reviewed
the presentation to assess how
well the community budget
serves as a policy document; a
financial plan, an operations
guide and a communications
device, according to a prepared
release from the association
office in Chicago.

Banner will receive a
Certificate of Recognition for
Budget Presentation as the indi-
vidual designated as being pri-

marily responsible for having
achieved the award.

“The award represents a sig-
nificant achievement by the
entity. It reflects the commit-
ment of the governing body and
staff to meeting the highest prin-
ciples of governmental budget-
ing. In order to receive the budg-
et award, the entity had to satis-
fy nationally recognized guide-
lines for effective budget presen-
tation, the release stated.

To achieve the award, the
Northville financial presenta-
tion had to be rated as proficient
in all four of the relevant cate-
gories and satisfy another 14
mandatory criteria within those
categories.

Finance Director Marina
Neumaier said that this was the
second consecutive year the
township had received the acco-
lades for financial reporting pre-
sentations.

“The board's vision to set in
writing the framework for the
overall fiscal management of the
township was instrumental in
assuring the highest standards
of financial stewardship are fol-
lowed.  The board sets the bar
for excellence and promoting
transparency in public finance.
This national award represents
the highest form of recognition
in governmental budgeting,”
Neumaier said in a prepared
statement.  “The GFOA's
Distinguished Budget
Presentation Awards Program is
the only national awards pro-
gram in governmental budget-
ing,” she added.

The Government Finance
Officers Association serves the
needs of more than 18,000
appointed and elected local,
state and provincial-level gov-
ernment officials and other
finance practitioners. 

We recognize the value of transparency 

in police work, and believe in the age-old 

concept of the police are the public 

and the public are the police.

”
Canton will host Citizens Police Academy

School lost to fire
Firefighters from Northville Township and Livonia Fire
Departments use an aerial ladder truck to battle a blaze that
destroyed the Northville Montessori Center School on Tuesday
morning. The private school, which sits on 5 acres on Haggerty
Road near Five Mile has been a landmark since 1982, serving
90 students. The cause of the fire is under investigation accord-
ing to Northville Township Public Safety Director John Werth.
Township Fire Chief Richard Marinucci said the fire started in
the early morning hours and was not immediately detected.
Marinucci said the building is a total loss. There were no report-
ed injuries. Photo by Don Howard

Call 

734-467-1900

to place 

your 

classified ad 

or email 

ads@journalgroup.com
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Charter Township of Canton  Board Proceedings – February 24, 2015
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton was held Tuesday, February 23, 2015 at 1150
Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan.  Supervisor LaJoy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag.  Roll Call Members Present:  Anthony, Bennett, LaJoy, McLaughlin, Sneideman, Yack Members Absent:  Williams
Staff Present:  Director Bilbrey-Honsowetz, Director Faas, Director Mutchler, Director Trumbull, Kristen Thomas. Staff Absent:
Kristin Kolb  Adoption of Agenda Motion by Yack, supported by Anthony to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried
by all members present. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the Board Minutes of
February 10, 2015 as presented. Motion carried by all members present.  Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item Comments: George
Miller, 1946 Briarfield, commented if there is a grievance at Public Safety the protocol is to respond to the person filing it.  He
stated his complaints have not been addressed.  He presented Supervisor LaJoy with the list of his concerns.  Mr. Miller asked
what the $140.00 solid waste collection fee is used for.  Supervisor LaJoy replied this is used to cover all associated fees for trash
pick-up.  Treasurer McLaughlin explained the monies are segregated into a separate account and then paid directly to CWR to
cover part of our trash pick-up contract monthly payments.  This fee is specifically earmarked for trash only.  State
Representative, Kristy Pagan, introduced herself to the board and offered her services to the community.  She is currently serv-
ing on the Appropriations Committee, Department of Community Health sub-committee and her top priority is Education.  If the
township has concerns associated with these categories, please contact her.  She is also a member of Government Oversight and
Ethics Committee.  She presented an issue a resident brought to her attention.  The resident lives on a street that has been labeled
with the incorrect name.  Director Faas agreed to work with her to remedy this.  Payment of Bills: Motion by McLaughlin, sup-
ported by Sneideman to approve payment of the bills as presented.  Motion carried by all members present.  PUBLIC HEAR-
ING:  PH 1: Consider IFT Certificate for Greenfield Die & Manufacturing Corporation (Supv) Motion by Bennett, sup-
ported by Anthony to open the public hearing open at 7:11 p.m. to consider IFT Certificate for Greenfield Die & Manufacturing
Corporation.  Motion carried by all members present.  Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to close the public hearing at
7:25 p.m. to consider IFT Certificate for Greenfield Die & Manufacturing Corporation.  Motion carried by all members present.
Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to pass the following resolution.  Motion carried by all members present.  RES-
OLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION OF GREENFIELD DIE & MANUFACTURING CORPORATION  INDUS-
TRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE  FOR REAL PROPERTY WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974,
M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly noticed public hearing held on May 3, 1983, this Canton Board of Trustees by resolution
established Northeast Canton Industrial Development District; and  WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Canton approved an
application from Greenfield Die and Manufacturing requesting an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for real property
investments located at 7295 Haggerty; and  WHEREAS, Greenfield Die and Manufacturing has filed an application for an
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to real property in the amount of $1,100,000 located within the Northeast
Canton Industrial Development; and  WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the Charter Township of Canton held a hear-
ing on February 24, 2015 at the Canton Administration Building, in Canton, at 7 p.m., at which hearing the applicant, the Assessor
and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be heard on said
application; and  WHEREAS, Greenfield Die and Manufacturing has substantially met all the requirements under Public Act 198
of 1974 for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and  WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property
exempt from ad valorem taxes within the Charter Township of Canton, after granting this certificate, will not exceed 5% of an
amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted; and  NOW, THERE-
FORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton that: The Canton Board of Trustees
finds and determines that the granting of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate
amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974 and Act No. 255
of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the operation of Charter Township of Canton, or
impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in Charter Township of Canton.  The
application from Greenfield Die and Manufacturing for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, with respect to the fol-
lowing described parcel of real property situated within the Northeast Canton Industrial Development District to wit: Legal
Description: 01R1A1A1,2 12N1A1A1A1,2 PT OF SW 1/4 SEC 1 AND NW 1/4  SEC 12 T2S R8E DESC AS BEG AT SW COR
SEC 1  TH N 00DEG 33M 13S W 725.80FT TH S 89DEG 27M 41S E 691.31FT TH S 00DEG 33M 44S E 700.00FT TH S
89DEG 27M 43S E 630.07FT TH S 00DEG 33M 44S E 30.00FT TH S 00DEG 01M 25S W 30.01FT TH N 89DEG 27M 43S
W 630.37FT TH S 00DEG 01M 25S W 268.91FT TH N 89DEG 58M 35S W 689.97FT TH N 00DEG 11M 25S W 309.37FT
TO POB 17.24AC  Parcel# 003-99-0004-717  be and the same is hereby approved. The Industrial Facilities Exemption
Certificate when issued shall be and remain in force and effect for a period of four years in accordance with Township require-
ments and applicable statutory provisions found in M.C.L. et seq.  PH 2:  Public Hearing – Consider IFT Certificate for Poof-
Slinky, LLC (Supv) Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to open the public hearing open at 7:26 p.m. to consider IFT
Certificate for Poof-Slinky, LLC.  Motion carried by all members present. Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to close
the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. to consider IFT Certificate for Poof-Slinky, LLC.  Motion carried by all members present.  Motion
by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to pass the following resolution.  Motion carried by all members present. RESOLUTION
APPROVING APPLICATION OF POOF-SLINKY, LLC INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE
FOR REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY WHEREAS, pursuant to P.A. 198 of 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly
noticed public hearing held on July 14, 1987, this Canton Board of Trustees by resolution established Canton International
Commerce Park Industrial Development District; and  WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Canton approved an application
from Poof-Slinky, LLC requesting an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate for real and personal property investments locat-
ed at 4280 South Haggerty; and  WHEREAS, Poof-Slinky, LLC has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption
Certificate with respect to real and personal property in the amount of $1,469,415 located within the Canton International
Commerce Park Industrial Development District; and  WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the Charter Township of
Canton held a hearing on February 24, 2015 at the Canton Administration Building, in Canton, at 7 p.m., at which hearing the
applicant, the Assessor and a representative of the affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportu-
nity to be heard on said application; and  WHEREAS, Poof-Slinky, LLC has substantially met all the requirements under Public
Act 198 of 1974 for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate; and  WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal
property exempt from ad valorem taxes within the Charter Township of Canton, after granting this certificate, will not exceed
5% of an amount equal to the sum of the SEV of the unit, plus the SEV of personal and real property thus exempted; and  NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton that:  1. The Canton Board of
Trustees finds and determines that the granting of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the
aggregate amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act No. 198 of the Public Acts of 1974 and Act
No. 255 of the Public Acts of 1978, shall not have the effect of substantially impeding the operation of Charter Township of
Canton, or impairing the financial soundness of a taxing unit which levies ad valorem property taxes in Charter Township
of Canton.  2. The application from Poof-Slinky, LLC, for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate, with respect to the fol-
lowing described parcel of real property situated within the Canton International Commerce Park Industrial Development District
to wit:  Legal Description: (35FLA—G1A1B  PT E 1/2 SEC 35 T2S R8E DESC AS BEG S 89DEG 57M 34S W 79.95FT AND
N 00DEG 19M 14S E 1448.04FT FROM E 1/4 COR SEC 35 TH S 89DEG 57M 34S W 1067.64FT TH N 00DEG 07M 14S E
471.90FT TH S 89DEG 52M 46S E 55.00FT TH N 00DEG 07M 14S E 187.10FT TH N 87DEG 56M 14S E 181.77FT TH N
04DEG 46M 36S W 62.10FT TH N 73DEG 52M 14S E 406.83FT TH S 00DEG 18M 39S E 237.52FT TH N 89DEG 57M 34S
E 92.58FT TH N 00DEG 18M 39S W 20.00FT TH N 89DEG 57M 34S E 350.00FT TH S 00DEG 18M 39S E 332.87FT TH S
00DEG 19M 14S W 289.51FT TO POB 16.63AC  Parcel# 137-99-0012-713  be and the same is hereby approved. 3. The
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall be and remain in force and effect for a period of three years in accor-
dance with Township requirements and applicable statutory provisions found in M.C.L. et seq.  CONSENT CALENDAR: Item
C-1.  Consider Approval of One-Year Service Agreement for Motorola Laptops (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by
Williams to approve a Motorola laptop one-year service agreement with Motorola Solutions, in the amount of $7,695.36, utiliz-
ing funds budgeted in the Police 2015 Professional and Contracted Services Account #207-301-50.801.0050.  Motion carried by
all members present.  GENERAL CALENDAR: Item G-1. Approve IT Services – Microsoft Office Upgrades (FBD) Motion
by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the purchase of two hundred and thirty one (231) licenses of Microsoft Office
for an amount not to exceed $60,522.  Motion carried by all members present.  Item G-2. Approve IT Services – Window
Server Upgrade Licensing (FBD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the purchase of a three (3) year sub-
scription to Microsoft Server 2012 Software with Software Assurance for an amount not to exceed $45,250.  Motion carried by
all members present.  Item G-3. Consider Approval of Haggerty Road Parcel Transfer to WTUA (MSD) Motion by Bennett,
supported by Sneideman to authorize the Township Supervisor to sign the warranty deed for the transfer of the 6.62 acre Haggerty
Road parcel on behalf of Canton Township.  Motion carried by all members present.  Item G-4. Consider Authorization of
Purchase of Spin Bikes (CLS) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to authorize a transfer of $4,224 from Health and
Wellness Program Activity Supplies #208-757-60.742 to the Community Center Fund Capital Outlay Buildings and
Improvements #208-757-50.970_0020.  Motion carried by all members present.  Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to
authorize the purchase of 16 spin bikes from Direct Fitness Solutions, 600 Tower Road, Mundelein, IL 60060 in the amount of
$19,224.  Motion carried by all members present. Item G-5. Consider Authorization of a Mower Purchase for the Parks
Division (CLS) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to authorize the purchase of a Hustler-Built zero turn riding
mower in the amount of $9,939.36 from Mark’s Outdoor Power Equipment, 16959 Northville Road, Northville, MI 48168 with
funds coming from Budget Account 101-270-50.970_0030 Capital Outlay Machinery and Equipment.  Motion carried by all
members present. Item G-6. Consider Approval of Security Enhancement for the Administration Building (CLS) Motion
by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to authorize the installation of three new card access readers for doors in the
Administration Building from Interstate Security, 51233 Oro Drive, Shelby Township, Michigan 48315 in the amount of $6,420
to be taken from Account  #246 750.970_0020, Capital Outlay Buildings & Improvements.  Motion carried by all members pres-
ent. Item G-7. Consider Request to Purchase (6) Dell OptiPlex 7010MT Computers (PSD)  Motion by Bennett, supported
by Sneideman to approve the purchase of six Dell OptiPlex 7101MT computers from Dell, in the amount of $5,845.20, utilizing
funds budgeted in the 2015 Police Capital Outlay Computers account.  Motion carried by all members present.  Item G-8.
Consider Purchasing In-Car Camera DVR Upgrade Kit (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the
purchase of (25) Flashback3 DVR/cameras, including all operating accessories, antennas, charging stations, installation, and (10)
additional mic-packs (for replacement purposes) in the amount of $65,550, from L3 Mobile-Vision, Inc., with funds budgeted in
the 2015 Police Capital Outlay Computers & Equipment Account.  Motion carried by all members present. Item G-9. Consider
Approving the Purchase of (10) Taser X26P Units (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Yack to waive the bidding process
and approve the purchase of (10) Taser X26P units and accessories from Michigan Taser Distributing, 10422 Londonderry, South
Lyon, Michigan, in the amount of $12,985, utilizing budgeted drug forfeiture funds.  Motion carried by all members present.
Item G-10. Consider Approving a One-Year Lease of (3) Harley Davidson Motorcycles (PSD)  Motion by Bennett, supported
by Anthony to approve a one-year lease of three Harley Davidson motorcycles in the amount of $6,000 from Town & Country
Sports Center, 18665 US Highway 12, Cement City, MI 49233; utilizing funds budgeted in 2015 Police – Professional &
Contracted Services Account.  Motion carried by all members present.  Item G-11. Budget Amendments for the Carryover of
FY 2014 Open Purchase Orders to FY 2015 (FBD)  Motion by Bennett, supported by McLaughlin to approve the following
2015 budget amendment increases for purchase order commitments carried over from 2014: General Fund (101) increase of
$33,259; Police Fund (207) increase of $18,092; Community Improvement Fund (246) increase of $171,615; NSP Fund (276)
increase of $625,587; Capital Projects (401) increase of $30,716; Capital Projects-Water & Sewer (402) increase of $277,357;
Capital Projects-Roads (403) increase of $543,082; Water & Sewer Fund (592) increase of $522,918.  Motion carried by all mem-
bers present. ADDITIONAL PUBLIC COMMENT:  None OTHER: Trustee Sneideman commented on Friday, March 6,
2015 at 7:00 p.m. the Partnership for the Arts is holding their fund raiser at the Village Theater.  Ticket Prices are $35/person.
Treasurer McLaughlin mention tickets are also available for the reception held prior to this event with 5 local restaurants serv-
ing hors d’oeuvres.  On Saturday, March 7, 2015 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. the Canton Community Foundation is holding
their fundraiser at the Henry Ford Museum 20900 Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn, MI  48124.  Ticket Prices: $175/person;
$1200/table of 8. ADJOURN: Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carried by all mem-
bers present. Terry G. Bennett, Clerk  
Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available at the Clerk's office of the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S.
Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, 734-394-5120, during regular business hours and can also be accessed through our web
site www.canton-mi.org after Board Approval. Publish: March 5, 2015 EC030515-1080  2.5 x 15.468

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

2015 SIDEWALK REPAIR PROGRAM
HEARING OF NECESSITY FOR SIDEWALK REPLACEMENTS

FOR THE FOLLOWING SUBDIVISIONS:

Forest Trails Subdivision Windsor Park Subdivision #2
Hampton Court Windsor Park Subdivision #3
Hampton Court West Windsor Park Subdivision #4
Mayfair Village #1 Windsor Park Subdivision #5
Mayfair Village #2 Windsor Park Subdivision #6
Windsor Park Subdivision #1            Windsor Park Subdivision #7

Also 
Miscellaneous Locations and Metro Act Locations throughout Canton Township

ALL subdivisions are located in ZONE ONE
SEE ATTACHED MAP

PERIMETER OF ZONE ONE:  South side of Joy Road, West side of Haggerty Road, North side of Warren Road and the East
side of Canton Center Road.

Zone One includes all commercial and residential parcels that are located along a public road right-of-way.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Public Act 80 of the Public Acts of 1989 of the State of Michigan, as amended, and
pursuant to the findings of necessity; assessment against owners of property; hearing; exceptions; notice of the Charter
Township of Canton that the Board of the Charter Township of Canton will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, March 24, 2015
at the Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI 48188 at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room for
the proposed sidewalk replacements.

Publish:  The Eagle 03/05/15 & 03/19/15 EC030515-1079  2.5 x 5.654 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 19, 2015 for the following:

Beck Road Water Main Lowering (90 LF total, 40 LF Bore & Jack)

Requests for Electronic versions of the Bidding Documents should be submitted to OHM Advisors, located at 34000 Plymouth
Rd., Livonia, MI  48150; contact George Tsakoff via phone at (734) 466-4439 or via email at george.tsakoff@ohm-
advisors.com. Alternately, hard copies may be picked up at OHM Advisors. A $55.00 reproduction fee will apply for each hard
copy of the Bidding Documents. If necessary, an additional fee of $15.00 will be applied for shipment of documents via UPS
Ground. 

All bids must be submitted with an original and a copy in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company
name, address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability
in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish: 03/05/15 EC030515-1083  2.5 x 2.659

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 Canton Center S, Canton, Michigan will accept
sealed bids at the Office of the Clerk up to 3:00 p.m. Thursday, March 19 2015 for the following:

PRINTING SERVICES FOR THE 2015 SPRING/SUMMER SHOPCANTON GUIDE

Bids may be picked up at the Finance and Budget Department, on our website at www.canton-mi.org, or you may contact Mike
Sheppard at: 734/394-5225. All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the proposal name, company
name, address and telephone number and date and time of bid opening. The Township reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all proposals. The Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability
in employment or the provision of services.

TERRY G. BENNETT, CLERK

Publish 3/05/2015 EC030515-1082  2.5 x 2.204

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at
the meeting/hearing upon a two week notice to the Charter Township of Canton. These services include signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or calling the following:

Gwyn Belcher, ADA Coordinator
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI  48188
(734) 394-5260

Published: March 5, 2015 EC030515-1078  2.5 x 1.557

BELLEVILLE - WAYNE
Mistrial declared in HalloWayne fraud case

Library director to retire

A mistrial was declared last
Wednesday in the trial of Wayne
resident Christopher Sanders,
46, accused of identity theft in
circumstances surrounding prize
money in the HalloWayne event
two years ago.

Wayne County Circuit Court
Judge Alexis Glendening was
notified by members of the jury
Wednesday that they were hope-
lessly deadlocked after two days
of deliberations in the case
against Sanders. Sanders is

accused of signing the name of
Mike Spence to a check for
$1,000, the prize in the pumpkin
carving contest during the 2013
HalloWayne event and deposit-
ing the money in his own person-
al checking account.

Spence testified during the
preliminary hearing on the case
that he did not enter the contest.
Sanders was originally accused
of multiple felonies in the inci-
dent, including, larceny by con-
version, embezzlement as an

agent or trustee and embezzle-
ment from a nonprofit charitable
organization, but all were dis-
missed by Garden City District
Court Judge Richard Hammer
during the preliminary hearing.

“It was truly a humbling expe-
rience to have my freedom in the
hands of 12 strangers who knew
nothing about me other than
from the evidence and argu-
ments in court,” Sanders said in
a prepared statement.

He added that he did not

know if the prosecution would
re-try the case, but that, “that cer-
tainly is their right.”

“The entire experience had
been psychologically exhausting
and physically disruptive to my
life. This has been a long and
grueling experience for me and I
need to thank all the people who
have expressed their support
and belief in me during this
time,” he added. 

Sanders said that a polling of
the jury after the mistrial was

declared found that 10 members
believed he was not guilty of the
charge, one remained undecided
and another was adamantly con-
vinced of his guilt. 

“To be faced with the entire
court procedure again is distress-
ing but I remain confident that
ultimately I will be exonerated
by an impartial jury made aware
of all the facts in this situation,”
Sanders said of the possible
retrial on the charge.

After 28 years, the Belleville Area
District Library will have a new director.

Current Library Director Debra Green
submitted her letter of resignation to the
Belleville Area District Library Board
last month. She will officially retire May
15.

Board Chairwoman Mary Jane
Dawson announced Green's plans recent-
ly noting that Green was initially the
director of the Fred C. Fischer Library
within the Wayne County Library System
and then as the director of the Belleville
Area District Library. During Green's
tenure, Dawson said, the size of the build-
ing tripled, the circulation and usage of
the library collection and services
quadrupled, the library became automat-
ed, and the internet was made available
to the community. 

“On behalf of the Belleville Area
District Library Board, I would like to
publicly thank Ms. Green for her out-
standing work as the director of the
library, as well as commend her for the
devotion and commitment she has
unselfishly given to the tri-community for
so many years. We wish her the very best
as she begins her retirement,” Dawson
said.

Green is planning a trip with seven
family members to Lyon, France for the
Race Walking Masters Championship in
which some of her family members are
competing.

The family did that in Italy and Spain
in the past and, “I was working,” she said. 

Green said the library is in good hands
with the current staff, all of whom she
hired. 

Grace Community Church will sponsor the 2nd Annual Read-in, Celebrate
African American Literacy, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. this Saturday, March 7 at
Wayne County Community College Western Campus, 9555 Haggerty Road in
Belleville. For more information, contact Pastor Bill Hales at (734) 740-4230.

Annual Read-in Saturday at college campus
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Bowlers aid shelter

Legislators set Inkster meeting

INKSTER - ROMULUS - WESTLAND

The 11th Annual Romulus
Animal Shelter Bowling
Fundraiser is planned for 7:30
p.m. Friday, May 8 at Romulus
Lanes. Registration will begin
at 6:30 p.m.

The event is a 9 Pin No Tap
Tournament dedicated to the
memory of Frank Ayers and
will include handicap doubles
or singles events. There will
also be prizes and a 50/50 raffle
all to benefit the animal shelter

in the community.
The cost is $25 per bowler

and includes ladies and men's
mystery games, snacks and
cash prizes. There are only 72
spots available so early regis-
tration is encouraged by organ-
izers.

To register for the event, call
Romulus Lanes, (734) 941-6200,
Councilman Bill Wadsworth,
(734) 941-0616 or Joe Ozog, (734)
941-3466.

Wayne County Commissioner Richard
LeBlanc, State Rep. Julie Plawecki, and State
Sen. David Knezek will be hosting monthly cof-
fee hour events in Inkster on the second Monday
of each month. The meetings will take place
from 1-2:30 p.m. at the Leanna Hicks Public
Library, located at 2005 Inkster Road. The next
coffee hour will take place  on Monday, March 9.

Residents are encouraged to attend and dis-
cuss issues of importance to them. Citizens who
have questions or concerns in the meantime are
encouraged to contact any of the elected officials
by mail, telephone, or email: 

Senator David Knezek 
Mail: PO Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909 
Phone: (855) 347-8005 
Email: sendknezek@senate.michigan.gov 
Representative Julie Plawecki 
Mail: PO Box 30014, Lansing, MI 48909 
Phone: (517) 373-0849 
Email: julieplawecki@house.mi.gov. 
Commissioner Richard LeBlanc 
Mail: 500 Griswold St., 7th Floor, Detroit, MI
48226 
Phone: (313) 224-8855 
Email: District12@waynecounty.com 

was located on the Mach family
farm north of the airport. The
progress that occurred in this
area has spanned a period of
around 30 years. 

In 1978, the State of Michigan
recognized the Merrill-Morris
house located on Huron River
Drive, as a Michigan Historical
site. This house was owned by
Pearl Morris, Varner's aunt, and
is the home in which Varner grew
up. 

The recognition of this house
by the State of Michigan created
an idea to start a local Historical
Society. Mayor William Oakley
called a meeting to see if he
could obtain at least 10 interested
people to form the society. It
became a reality in 1979. Varner
is one of the 20 charter members,
and served as the first president.
She served in this capacity for 14
years, and served as vice-presi-
dent for three years. 

Varner attended Romulus
Community Schools and graduat-
ed in 1960 as the valedictorian of
her class. She continued her edu-
cation and earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Science and

Math from Michigan State
University. She taught high
school for several years. Then
she worked at Parke-Davis
Pharmaceutical Co. in Ann Arbor
as a research assistant. She cur-
rently teaches piano and is a
math tutor. 

She married Virgil L. Varner
on Dec. 26, 1964. He ran his own
electrical contracting business,
and is also retired from General
Motors. They reside in the adja-
cent community of Van Buren
Township, but the couple spends
a great deal of their time in
Romulus. They have two sons,
Darius and Lloyd, both residents
of Romulus, living on the original
family homestead property.
Varner's grandchildren, Hanna
and Asa, continue to participate
in many historical events and
activities. 

Varner will be honored at a
dinner at the Detroit Marriott
Hotel beginning with a reception
at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 25. The cost is $35
per person, and there will be a
cash bar. The event is open to the
public but reservations and tick-
ets are required. To purchase
tickets or for more information,
contact the chamber office at
(734) 893-0694 or e-mail at
info@romuluschamber.com. 

Varner
FROM PAGE 1

Mayor William R. Wild
along with his Westland Wild
Wings, is once again getting
ready to lace up his skates for
the 6th Annual Red Wing
Alumni Charity Hockey game.

The game will take place
at 7 p.m. Friday, March 20 at
the Mike Modano Ice Arena
located at 6210 N. Wildwood
in Westland.  Doors will open
at 5:30 p.m. 

“This annual event draws
more than 800 spectators and
has raised thousands of dol-
lars to benefit improvements
to the Mike Modano Ice
arena,” said Wild.   

The annual hockey game is
one of the most anticipated
events in the community,
organizers said. Tickets, $10
for adults and $5 for children,
are on sale now and can be
purchased at the mayor's
office, the Mike Modano Ice
arena and Wayne -Westland
Federal Credit Union, 500 S.
Wayne Road. Tickets can be
purchased online at
http://westland.ticketleap.com
/hockeynight/. Seating is limit-
ed and the event is always

sold out.  Children younger
than 3 are admitted at no cost. 

In addition to the hockey
game, evening activities will
include “score-o” and

“chuck-a-puck.”  
There will also be several

raffles. For more information
got to www.cityofwestland.
com.

Annual charity hockey game set

Westland Mayor William Wild has participated in the Red Wing
Alumni charity hockey game with his team of Wild Wings for six
years. The event is a fundraiser for the Mike Modano Ice Arena
in the city. 
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Calendar of events
Tax preparation available

Tax return preparation will be
available from 9 a.m. until 1:30
p.m. on Tuesdays through April
14 at the Summit on the Park. 

The service is provided in
cooperation with the American
Association of Retired Persons
(AARP).

Complicated and/or joint
return appointments must be
scheduled for morning appoint-
ments.  Schedule your appoint-
ment by phone at (734) 394-5485. 

Home Expo is Saturday
The annual Canton Home

Improvement Expo will take
place from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Saturday, March 7 and from 11
a.m. until 3 p.m. Sunday, March 8
at the Summit on the Park.  

Highlights of the event include
free parking and refreshments; a
live broadcast from special guest
star Joe Gagnon "The Appliance
Doctor" from 1600 WAAM; how-to
workshops on a variety topics;
live wood carving demonstra-
tions; a hands-on children's' proj-
ect center and multiple raffles
throughout the weekend, includ-
ing wood projects made by
Canton Construction along with
the Michigan Regional Council of
Carpenters. 

To view a complete list of the
vendors, obtain the Expo layout,
and download the workshop
schedule visit www.canton-
mi.org/940/Canton-Home-
Improvement-Expo.  The Expo is
free of charge. 

For more information call
(734)394-5200.

Cruise raffle tickets on sale
Tickets for the 6th annual

Michigan Philharmonic Cruise
Raffle are now on sale. This year,
the raffle prize is a Viking River
Boat cruise - "The Danube Waltz"
- sailing through European cities
of Passau, Vienna, and Budapest
Aug. 16-23 with an optional three-
day pre-tour in the city of Prague.
The raffle winner wins the Viking
River Cruise for two in addition
to round-trip airfare for two.

Tickets for the Cruise Raffle
are $50 and only 400 will be sold.

The drawing will take place April
11 at the Michigan Philharmonic
Springtime Swan Song concert at
the Village Theater.  For cruise
and raffle information, contact
the Michigan Philharmonic at
(734) 451-2112 or www.michigan-
phil.org  or Kate Rosevear and
ask for MicPhil Cruise at Travel
Leaders, 44427-B W. Ann Arbor
Road in Plymouth, (734) 455-5810
or 1 800 874-6470.

Film entries sought
Entries are now being accept-

ed for the 5th Annual Reel
Michigan Film Festival planned
for downtown Northville in June.

The event is part of the Arts
and Acts Festival and will feature
a diverse collection of Michigan-
made short films beginning at 5
p.m. followed by a question and
answer session with filmmakers.

Reel Michigan will accept
Michigan-made or Michigan-
themed short films, less than 20
minutes in length until the dead-
line April 17. All film genres are
eligible, from student films to the
experimental, organizers said.
The entry form is available at
http://northvillearthouse.org/spe-
cial-events/reel-michigan/

Tax preparation offered
AARP tax preparation will be

offered free to Westland resi-
dents at the Friendship Center.
This is a E-file service only and
appointments are necessary. 

Generally, the tax return serv-
ice offered through AARP is for
simple returns. Those individu-
als with lengthy returns, many
rental properties or investments
are encouraged to have a CPA or
professional firm complete their
returns. There is no age or
income requirement. The site
manager has discretion over
what returns they are willing and
able to complete. 

Taxes this year will be done on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Call (734) 722-7628 for an
appointment.  Preparers are only
on site during the day the center
offers the service so any tax ques-
tion regarding a return must be
taken by a staff person, and

returned by a preparer at their
convenience.

Foundation plans gala
The Canton Community

Foundation will host the Project
Give Gala from 6:30-11:30 p.m.
March 7 at the Henry Ford
Museum in Dearborn.

The evening will include
music from both the Michigan
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
and Steve King and the Dittilies. 

The evening will include a
tribute to a philanthropic com-
munity member who recently
passed away. The award will be
presented in his name annually.

Tickets are priced at $175 per
person or $1200 for a table of
eight.

The Henry Ford Museum is
located at 20900 Oakwood Blvd in
Dearborn.

For tickets or more informa-
tion, call (734) 495-1200.

Free books available
Grace Community Church will

sponsor the 2nd Annual Read-in
from 10 a.m, until 2 p.m. March 7
at the Wayne County Community
College District Western Campus. 

The event will celebrate
African American Literacy,
according to Pastor Bill Hales.
Free books will be available for
children in kindergarten through
8th grade and local youth will
read and perform original writ-
ings and literature of well-known
African-American writers.

Also planned are book sign-
ings by local published African
American writers and book dis-
plays and reading lists of African
American literature will be avail-
able.

For more information call
Hales at (734)740-4230 or visit
www.gracecommunitychurch4u
@yahoo.com.  

Pancake breakfast served
A pancake breakfast to benefit

the Sgt. Stanley Romanowski
VFW Post 6896, will take place at
8:30 a.m. Saturday, March 7, at
the Sgt. Stanley Romanowski
VFW Post 6896, Westland (east of
Middlebelt on Joy Road).

The fundraiser will allow the
VFW to continue assisting veter-
ans from Southeastern Michigan
in need.

The benefit pancake breakfast
will be catered by Chris Cakes of
Michigan.  Based in Clare, Chris
Cakes has earned a spot in the
Guinness Book of World Records
for flipping the most pancakes in
an hour.  The company has been
featured on the Food Network
and even served President
Barack Obama. 

The morning includes an all-
you-can-eat full pancake break-
fast, family activities, raffles and
more.

Admission is $10 per person
and $5 for children 5 years of age
and younger. There is no charge
for active service personnel.
Parking is free.

For advance tickets, call
Melissa Downey (248) 541-1576.
Tickets will also be available at
the door.

Book drive under way
Plymouth Community United

Way and Chuck E. Cheese will
hold a month-long drive for new
children's book at the restaurant
in Canton. The event runs
through March 31.

March is Reading Month and
Plymouth Community United
Way is collecting books in an
effort to get children to read this
summer to prevent the 'summer
slide.' Studies show that children,
especially those from low-income
families, lose up to two months of
reading skills over the break. 

Customers will receive 20 tick-
ets for each new children's book
that is brought into Chuck E.
Cheese, the drop off site for the
drive at 42001 Ford Road. Tickets
can be used toward the purchase
of prizes.

All of the new children's books
will go to children in the commu-
nity.

For more information, email
randi.williams@pcuw.org or call
(734) 453-6879 x7.

Legislators sets office hours
State Rep. Kurt Heise of the

20th district will host local office

hours this month.
He will meet with constituents

from 10 until 11 a.m. Monday,
March 9 at the Parthenon Coney
Island, 39910 Ford Road; from
noon until 1 p.m. at the
Northville District Library, 212 W.
Cady St.; and from 3-4 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library, 223 S.
Main St. 

"I always look forward to meet-
ing with the members of our com-
munity so that I can listen to
every voice that needs to be
heard," said Heise, R-Plymouth.
"The most important job I have is
to be a productive liaison
between my neighbors and
Lansing."

No appointments are neces-
sary for these office hours.
Residents who are not able to
attend can contact Heise's office
by phone at 1-855-REPKURT, or
by email at
KurtHeise@house.mi.gov.

State Rep. Julie Plawecki (D-
Dearborn Heights) will also have
local office hours on March 9. 

Plawecki will host coffee
hours from 9-10:30 a.m. at Mr.
Mike's, 6047 N. Wayne Road in
Wayne and from 1-2:30 at the
Inkster Public Library, 2005
Inkster Road in Inkster.
Additional coffee hours will be
scheduled at a later date.
Plawecki encourages residents
who are unable to attend the cof-
fee hours but would like to dis-
cuss matters with her to contact
her office toll-free at (844) 347-
8011 or email her at julieplawec-
ki@house.mi.gov.

Blues series continues
RJ's Blues Gang will perform

from 7-10 p.m. March 10 at the
Plymouth-Ann Arbor Elks Lodge
as part of the ongoing Blues at
the Elks series. The Plymouth
Elks Lodge is located at 41700
Ann Arbor Road in Plymouth,
one half mile west of I-275. The
Plymouth-Ann Arbor Elks Lodge
features free, lighted parking,
pizza slices and a full bar.
Admission is just $5 at the door. 

For more information, call
(734) 453-1780 for more informa-
tion.


