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For the fourth year, Soup
Swap returns to Plymouth to
benefit the Salvation Army.
This year, the Central PARC Art
Studio is hosting the community
art project. Soups prepared by
local groups will be served up
for the “swap” on Feb. 27.

The art portion of the festivi-
ties will begin today when all
aspiring or experienced artists
are invited to go to the Central

PARC Art Studios located in
room #116 at the Plymouth
PARC, 650 Church St., to deco-
rate a handmade soup bowl.
Participants will use colored
clays to paint their favorite
design on a bowl they've chosen
from a large selection of shapes
and sizes. There are many ses-
sions available beginning from
4:30-6 p.m. or 6-7:30 today, Feb.
4. Painting sessions continue

from 7-8:30 tomorrow, Feb 5,
and from 2-3:30 or 3:30-5 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 6 and Sunday,
Feb. 7. Sessions are available
from 7-8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12,
and from 2-3:30 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 15 and Wednesday, Feb. 17

The bowls will then be glazed
and fired for the Soup Swap.

The cost of the painting ses-
sion is $15 per person. To get
families involved, the cost is $15

each for the first two members
of the family and $10 for each
additional family member. If
one person would like to deco-
rate more than one bowl, the
cost is $10 for each additional
bowl.

On Soup Swap day, several
groups will be serving fresh
soups when participants come

Voters in Canton Township
will have no lack of choices dur-
ing the upcoming township
election Nov. 8.

While incumbent Supervisor
Phil LaJoy and Clerk Terry
Bennett have announced their
decisions not to seek reelection
to the posts, hopefuls have
already declared their respec-
tive candidacies for various
elected offices in the township.
To date, seven candidates, all
declared Democrats including
incumbent Steven Sneideman,
have said they will be on the
November ballot.

Sneideman will seek his sec-
ond four-year term on the board
of trustees.  He was the only
Democratic candidate on the
ballot in 2012 and was the top
voter getter in that election. He
is president of the Canton
Democratic Club and formerly
served as president and treasur-
er of the Plymouth-Canton
school board.

Also vying for a position as
board trustee is Sommer Foster.
Foster currently serves as the
vice-chairperson of the Canton
Public Library and is the direc-
tor of policy and outreach for

Equality Michigan and worked
to bring a human rights ordi-
nance to the township. She is
also a founding member of the
Beloved Community group that
supports diversity efforts in the
community. She also helped
organize the Not In Our Town
program and the Canton
Response to Hate Crimes
Coalition.

Anne Marie Graham-Hudak,
a founding member of the
Northwest Wayne County
League of Women Voters and
current coordinator for the
Plymouth-Canton Interfaith

Community Outreach group,
will also seek election to the
board as a trustee.  She chaired
the Plymouth-Canton Citizens
for Diversity and Inclusion and
has worked 21 years in the auto
engineering sector.

Dhaval Vaishnav, president
of the board of directors of the
Hindu Temple of Canton, has
also said he will campaign for a
term as a township trustee.
Prior to opening his own com-
pany, Vaishnav Enterprises,
which specializes in retail and

See Benefit, page 6

Democrats announce candidate slate in Canton

Test scores from students at
Savage Road Elementary School
in the Van Buren Public School
District have been thrown out by
state officials who have deter-
mined that teachers violated test-
ing rules by coaching students
during the exams.

Student at Savage scored sixth
in the state on the math portion
of the Michigan Student Test of
Educational Progress (M-STEP)
test administered last spring. In
addition, students at Savage
scored higher than a number of
schools that educate only gifted
and talented students. Officials
said that the overall performance
on the M-STEP was far better
than the school overall has per-
formed on state exams in the
past. 

State education officials claim
that teachers at the school alert-
ed students who may have incor-
rectly answered a question and

in other cases helped the stu-
dents deduce the correct answer.

The findings were part of a
state-ordered investigation at
Savage and the results were
released last week.

According to Jan Ellis, a
spokesperson for the Michigan
Department of Education, this is
only the third time in 12 years the
state has invalidated test scores.

The district notified the state
of the high test scores last
October and, under state orders,
undertook an investigation of the
conduct of teachers during the
testing  Van Buren
Superintendent of Schools
Michael Van Tassel said in a let-

ter to the community posted on
the district website that the law
firm of Collins and Blaha con-
ducted the investigation, inter-
viewing the test coordinators,
students and teachers. That
investigation concluded that at
least two teachers admitted to
“some level of assistance” while
others denied coaching the stu-
dents. 

“The conclusion of the investi-
gation was there were testing
improprieties,” Van Tassel said
in his letter. 

Various news media have
reported that five teachers have
been placed on paid administra-
tive leave as a result of the test-

ing irregularities. 
The investigation also report-

ed that students told interview-
ers that their teacher did the
math problem when the student
did not know how; the teacher
read the question to the student
and gave the definition; that
before submitting the test on the
computer, a teacher went back
and helped a student with ques-
tions he did not know and that
the teacher checked answers on
the test and told the student if
they were right or wrong, before
submitting the examination for
scoring.

“This has been an unfortunate
incident which has serious rami-
fications for not only the stu-
dents, but the district as well with
regard to state required testing
that is tied to millions of dollars
in state and federal at-risk
funds,” Van Tassel said in his
posted letter. 

...this is only the third time 

in 12 years the state 

has invalidated test scores.

”
State alleges cheating on school tests

Top teen
Wayne student wins 
state scholarship

Riana Hardyniec from Wayne has been
named as the Distinguished Young Woman
of Michigan 2016.  Hardyniec, who attends
Wayne High School, received $1,250 in
cash scholarships along with her title.  

Hardyniec was chosen for the honor
during the 58th Annual Distinguished
Young Women of Michigan Scholarship
Program at Saline High School Jan. 23.
New this year, two winners were
announced.  The Distinguished Young
Woman of Michigan 2017 is Alexus
Warchock from Napoleon. Alexus
received $1,550 and was named as a top
Self Expression,  Physical Fitness, Talent,
Scholastics and Interview winner. She
attends Napoleon High School.  

Hardyniec and Warchock will repre-
sent Michigan at the Distinguished Young
Woman of America Scholarship Program
in Mobile, ALA. They are also eligible for
several full-ride scholarships at various
colleges around the country through the
national program. 

“This was an incredibly smart and tal-

ented group of young women and we are
so excited to have two new Distinguished
Young Woman of Michigan winners.  Both
will be excellent representatives at
statewide functions throughout the year
and also at the nationals in Mobile,” said
State Director Angela Bobo.  

Twenty contestants from around the
state competed and were awarded a total
of $7,000 in college scholarships.  Other

scholarship winners from the senior class
of 2016 were First Runner Up - Diana
Davis from Oakland County, Second
Runner Up - Emma Seidel from West
Bloomfield and Third Runner Up - Kelsie
Wysong from Wayne. Scholarship winners
from the junior class of 2017 were First
Runner Up - Claire Burton from Oakland
County and Second Runner-Up Adaeze
Ogbuaku from Inkster.  

See Slate, page 2

Alexus Warchock, left, of Napoleon was named Distinguished Young Woman of 2017
and Riana Hardyniec of Wayne was chosen from a field of 20 contestants as the
Distinguished Young Woman of 2016.

Annual Soup Swap benefit begins in Plymouth

Last week, The Eagle
erroneously reported a
story regarding a 13-year-
old high school freshman
who brought a gun to
school.

The incident took place
at Belleville High School,
not at Romulus High
School as was incorrectly
reported in the story. The
incident was first reported
on WDIV-TV and quoted
Belleville High School
principal Abdul Madyn
regarding the incident dur-
ing which the student was
confronted about the
weapon after administra-
tors at the school were noti-
fied late in the day about a
potential gun in the school.
Two administrators went to
the student's classroom and
removed the child, accord-
ing to Superintendent of
Van Buren Public Schools
Michael L. Van Tassel. 

An unloaded handgun
was recovered from the
teen's backpack and bullets
were found in another sec-
tion of the backpack, Van
Tassel confirmed.

Van Tassel recently post-
ed an account of the inci-
dent on the Van Buren
Public Schools website and
explained that the student
was removed from the
school by the police and
that the gun was given to
the responding officers. He
added that "an explusion
packet was filed, a hearing
was held and the student
was expelled from the dis-
trict."

Van Tassel said that the
administrators at Belleville
High School followed cor-
rect protocols and dealt
with a dangerous situation
well. 

"Unfortunately, this was
not the first time a gun was
found on a student, nor will
it probably be the last.
Pellet and BB guns have
also been finding their way
into our elementary
schools, including as
recently as a few weeks
ago," Van Tassel's letter stat-
ed.

The Eagle mis-identified
the principal involved in
the incident as the princi-
pal at Romulus High
School in error. 

Van Tassel went on to
say in his letter that while
he felt the administrators
in the building had handled
the situation correctly, he
felt that the communication
with parents in the incident
was not appropriate and
apologized for the "poor
job." He said that new pro-
cedures were being
devised to keep parents
and staff members notified
either through an email
blast, a letter sent home
with students or the district
website should such an
incident occur in the
future.    

No gun incident took
place at Romulus High
School and The Eagle sin-
cerely apologizes for the
error and any confusion the
mistake in identifying the
school may have caused. 

Susan Willett,
Publisher

From the
publisher
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Charter Township of Canton Board Proceedings –January 26, 2016
A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton was held Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 1150
Canton Center S., Canton, Michigan. Supervisor LaJoy called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. Motion by Yack, supported by
Williams to move from open session to closed session at 6:17 p.m., for the purpose of discussion of union negotiations. Motion
carried unanimously. 6:17 P.M.: CLOSED SESSION – TO DISCUSS UNION NEGOTIATIONS Roll Call Members Present:
Anthony, Bennett, LaJoy, Sneideman, Williams, Yack Members Absent: McLaughlin Staff Present: Director Mutchler, Director
Trumbull, Kristin Kolb Dismissed from closed session to Reception for Fire Poster Contest Awards at 6:30 p.m. 6:30 P.M.:
RECEPTION FOR FIRE POSTER CONTEST WINNERS Motion by Bennett, supported by Williams move from closed to
open session at 7:04 p.m. Motion carried unanimously. Supervisor LaJoy led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Roll Call
Members Present: Anthony, Bennett, LaJoy, Sneideman, Williams, Yack Members Absent: McLaughlin Staff Present:  Director
Faas, Director Mutchler, Director Trumbull, Kristin Kolb, Kristen Thomas Staff Absent: Director Bilbrey-Honsowetz Adoption
of Agenda Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to amend the agenda adding Item G-14 Consider Appointment of Interim
Liaison for Planning Commission and Item G-15 Consideration of approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement between Canton
Township and the Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM) with a Term Ending December 30, 2018. Motion carried by
all members present. Approval of Minutes Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the Board Minutes of
January 12, 2016 as presented. Motion carried by all members present. Citizen’s Non-Agenda Item Comments: George Miller,
1946 Briarfield, inquired about the residual sand spread on Briarfield as a result of a watermain break. Miller inquired about a
pothole on Sheldon Road north of Cherry Hill, Lilley road north of Palmer, and Morton-Taylor north of Warren. Supervisor LaJoy
agreed and explained this is handled by Wayne County. Miller commented about a barking dog complaint from July 2015.
Payment of Bills Motion by Bennett, supported by Williams to approve payment of the bills as presented. Motion carried by all
members present. CONSENT CALENDAR: Item C-1. Consider Approving a 2016 Police Budget Amendment to include
the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant #2015-MU-BX-0964 awarded in 2015. (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by
Sneideman to approve the following listed amendments to the 2016 Police Budget: Increase Revenues: 2016 Police Federal
Grants: #207-000.501 $10,000 Increase Appropriations: 2016 Police Program Expense 2015 Byrne JAG: #207-301-50.743.0022
$10,000 Motion carried by all members present. Item C-2. Consider Appointment of Planning Commission Member. (Supv.)
Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to appoint Alan Okon to the Canton Township Planning Commission, term to expire
December 31, 2017. Motion carried by all members present. Item C-3. Consider Reappointments to the Canton Tax Board
of Review. (Supv.) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the reappointments of Ron Podolak and Stan Turek
to the Canton Tax Board of Review for a two-year term to expire on 3/1/18. Motion carried by all members present. Item C-4.
Appointment of Pension/Deferred Compensation Plan Administrator. (Supv.) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman
to approve the appointment Wendy Trumbull, Director of Finance and Budget, as Plan Administrator for all of Canton’s Pension
and Deferred Compensation plans. Motion carried by all members present. Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to
approve the following resolutions amending the Charter Township of Canton Retirement Plan and Deferred Compensation Plan.
RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON ACTION BY THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON The undersigned, constituting all of the members of the
Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Canton, hereby consent to and authorize the following actions and adopt
the following resolutions: WHEREAS, in accordance with the authority provided in Article 8, of the Charter Township of
Canton Retirement Plan as amended and restated (hereinafter referred to as the “Plan”), the Employer has the right to amend the
Plan subject to the limitations of Article 8; NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Canton, that Wendy Trumbull is appointed to serve as the Administrator of the Plan within the meaning
of Section 3(16) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as amended. She shall have all the responsibilities
and powers accorded to the plan administrator under the Plan and ERISA; Further it is resolved that Gwyn Belcher, currently
serving as the Administrator of the Plan be removed as administrator effective January 8, 2016. GENERAL CALENDAR: Item
G-1. Consider Second Reading for Amendments to Appendix A- Zoning of the Code of Ordinances Relative to the
Boundaries of the Corporate Park and Central Business District Overlay Boundaries. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, support-
ed by Sneideman to remove from the table and hold the second reading of an ordinance amending Sections 6.08 and 6.10 of
Appendix A – Zoning of the Code of Ordinances of the Charter Township of Canton regarding boundaries of the Corporate Park
and Central Business District Overlay Guidelines. Motion carried by all members present. Motion by Bennett, supported by
Sneideman to deny the second reading of an ordinance amending Sections 6.08 and 6.10 of Appendix A – Zoning of the Code of
Ordinances of the Charter Township of Canton regarding boundaries of the Corporate Park and Central Business District Overlay
Guidelines. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-2. Approve the Canton Tax Board of Review Guidelines for
Hardship and Value Appeals. (Supv.) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman that the Canton Board of Trustees approve
the value and hardship appeal guidelines to be used by the Tax Board of Review in 2016. Motion carried by all members pres-
ent. Item G-3. Consider First Reading of Code of Ordinance Amendments to Part II, Chapter 78 Entitled “Buildings and
Building Regulations”, Article V Entitled “Fences, Walls and Borders”, Sections 78-123 to 78-131. (MSD) Motion by
Bennett, supported by Sneideman to introduce for first reading an ordinance which amends the Township Code of Ordinance,
Part II, Chapter 78 Entitled “Buildings and Building Regulations”, Article V entitled “Fences, Walls and Borders”, Sections78-
123 to 78-131. Motion carried by all members present. Motion by Bennett, supported by Williams to table for consideration this
proposed text amendment to the Township Code of Ordinance and schedule a second reading on February 9, 2016. Motion car-
ried by all members present. A copy of the complete text of this Ordinance is available at the Clerk’s Office of the Charter
Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI., 48188, during regular business hours. The approved text of the
Amendment will be published in the Canton Eagle/Associated Newspaper within the meeting minute’s synopsis of the date of
approval. A complete copy of the Ordinances for Canton Township is available at. Item G-4. Consider First Reading of Code
of Ordinance Amendments to Part II, Chapter 78 Entitled “Buildings and Building Regulations”, Article IV Entitled
“Exterior Concrete”, Sections 78-91 to 78-94. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to introduce for first read-
ing an ordinance which amends the Township Code of Ordinance, Part II, Chapter 78 Entitled “Buildings and Building
Regulations”, Article IV entitled “Exterior Concrete”, Sections78-91 to 78-94;Motion carried by all members present. Motion by
Bennett, supported by Sneideman to table for consideration this proposed text amendment to the Township Code of Ordinance
and schedule a second reading on February 9, 2016. Motion carried by all members present. A copy of the complete text of this
Ordinance is available at the Clerk’s Office of the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, MI., 48188,
during regular business hours. The approved text of the Amendment will be published in the Canton Eagle/Associated Newspaper
within the meeting minute’s synopsis of the date of approval. A complete copy of the Ordinances for Canton Township is avail-
able at www.canton-mi.org. Item G-5. Consider the Purchase of a 2015 Caterpillar 430 F Backhoe. (MSD) Motion by
Bennett, supported by Williams to authorize the purchase of the CAT 430 F Backhoe from Michigan Caterpillar, 24800 Novi
Road, Novi MI 48375 in an amount not-to-exceed $94,797.11. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-6. Consider
Waiving the Purchasing Policy and Award a Contract to Kennedy Industries for the Purchase & Installation of Two Flygt
Non-clog Submersible Pumps for the Commerce Park Sanitary Sewer Lift Station. (MSD) Motion by Bennett, supported
by Sneideman to waive the purchasing policy requiring formal bids as the vendor is the sole-source distributor of Flygt pumps
in Lower Michigan, and award a contract for the purchase and installation of two Flygt submersible pumps from Kennedy
Industries, 52900 Grand River, New Hudson MI 48165-0180 and approve a purchase order for a not-to-exceed amount of
$11,120. Motion carried by all members present. Clerk Bennett asked how many of these pumps does the township have. Director
Faas replied we have four pump stations with two pumps in each and these are the last two pumps to be replaced Item G-7.
Consider Approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement Regarding the Fiber Wide Area Network Project (MSD) Motion
by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the intergovernmental agreement between the Plymouth Canton Community
School District, MISEN and Canton Township for the Fiber Wide Area Network Project; and, further authorize the Township
Supervisor to sign the agreement on behalf of Canton Township. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-8. Consider
Approval of GolfNow Software License/Marketing/Technology Agreement. (CLS) Motion by Bennett, supported by
Sneideman authorize the agreement with GolfNow Reservations pending the Township Attorney’s approval of final contract lan-
guage. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-9. Consider Purchasing Six In-Car Camera DVR Upgrade Kits.
(PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the purchase of six Flashback3 DVR/camera upgrade kits and
accessories in the amount of $18,781.50, from L3 Mobile-Vision, Inc., utilizing funds budgeted in the 2016 Police Capital Outlay
Computers & Equipment Account. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-10. Consider Approving the Purchase of
(14) Patrol Laptops. (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Yack to approve the purchase of (14) Dell Latitude laptops in the
amount of $35,663.74, from Dell, Inc. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-11. Consideration of an Animal
Sheltering Agreement with the Michigan Humane Society, Westland Shelter for 2016. (PSD) Motion by Bennett, supported
by Yack to approve the proposed 2016 Animal Sheltering Agreement between the Michigan Humane Society and Canton
Township, and authorize the Township Supervisor to sign on behalf of Canton Township. Motion carried by all members pres-
ent. Item G-12. Consider Sale of Canton Property and Authorize Supervisor LaJoy to Sign All Documents Necessary to
Close on the Sale. (Supv.) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to accept the Creighton, McLean and Shea PLC, Letter
of Intent and authorize Supervisor LaJoy to sign the formal Purchase Agreement and any other documents necessary to complete
the sale of the 1.84 acres of land in the Dye Bros. Wayne Park Subdivision (Parcel numbers: 133-01-0079-302 and 133-01-0032-
301, 133-01-0033-301, 133-01-0034-301, and 133-01-0035-301).n for $70,000. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-
13. Blanket Purchase Orders. (FBD) Motion by Bennett, supported by Sneideman to approve the attached Blanket Purchase
Orders. Motion carried by all members present. Item G-14. Consider Appointment of Interim Liaison for Planning
Commission. (Supv) Motion by Bennett, supported by Williams to appoint Trustee Anthony as an interim Township Board liai-
son to the Canton Township Planning Commission until the return of Treasurer McLaughlin to regular duties. Motion carried by
all members present. Item G-15. Consideration of approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement between Canton Township
and the Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM) with a Term Ending December 30, 2018. (Supv) Motion by
Bennett, supported by Williams to approve the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Charter Township of Canton and
the Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM) with a term ending December 31, 2018, and authorize the Township
Supervisor and Clerk to sign on behalf of Canton Township. Motion carried by all members present ADDITIONAL PUBLIC
COMMENT: None OTHER: None ADJOURN: Motion by Bennett, supported by Anthony to adjourn at 8:25 p.m. Motion car-
ried by all members present. ______________ Terry G. Bennett, Clerk 
Copies of the complete text of the Board Minutes are available at the Clerk's office of the Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S.
Canton Center Rd, Canton, MI 48188, 734-394-5120, during regular business hours and can also be accessed through our web
site www.canton-mi.org after Board Approval. Publish: February 4, 2016. EC020416-1254  2.5 x 13.115 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Charter Township of Canton will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at
the meeting/hearing upon a two week notice to the Charter Township of Canton. These services include signers for the hearing
impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the Charter Township of Canton by writing or calling the following:

Human Resources Director
Charter Township of Canton, 1150 S. Canton Center Road

Canton, MI  48188
(734) 394-5260

Published: February 4, 2016 EC020416-1253  2.5 x 1.557

MINUTES OF REGULAR ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January 11, 2016

Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne Rd. Romulus, MI 48174

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem, John Barden.
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call
Present: Kathleen Abdo, John Barden, Linda Choate, Harry Crout, Sylvia Makowski, Celeste Roscoe, William
Wadsworth.
Administrative Officials in Attendance:
LeRoy D. Burcroff, Mayor
Ellen L. Craig-Bragg, City Clerk 
Stacy Paige, Treasurer                                                                                                                                     
1. Moved by Crout, seconded by Abdo to accept the agenda as amended. 
Motion Carried Unanimously.
16-006 2A. Moved by Wadsworth, seconded by Roscoe to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of the
Romulus City Council held on January 4, 2016. Motion Carried Unanimously.
3.  Petitioner: None
4.  Chairperson’s Report:
Mayor Burcroff gave an update regarding the grocery store that may open downtown and also the outlet mall that
may open in 2016.
4. Moved by Roscoe, seconded by Choate to accept the Chairperson’s Report. Motion Carried Unanimously.
5. Mayor’s Report:
Mayor Burcroff will give the State of the City address on January 12, 2016 at the RAC at 4:00 p.m. and again in
February at the Chamber of Commerce luncheon.  He presented a video of upcoming City events. 
16-007 5A1. Moved by Makowski, seconded by Crout to adopt a memorial resolution for the family of
Marguerite Hoeft. Motion Carried Unanimously.
16-008 5A. Moved by Wadsworth, seconded by Abdo to introduce Budget Amendment 15/16-14 to increase the
cost recover contractual cost with offsetting revenues.

Fund/Dept. Current Amended
Account No. Account Name Budget Amendment Budget 
General Fund
Revenue 
101-336-679.000       Fire Dept Cost Recovery      30,000        10,000                 40,000
Expense
101-336-818.000       Fire Dept Contractual Services 5,000 10,000                 15,000

To increase the cost recovery contractual cost with offsetting revenues.   Note: This has no effect on the General
Fund’s fund balance Motion Carried Unanimously.
6A. Clerk’s Report:
16-009 6A1. Moved by Choate, seconded by Crout to approve first reading of the Restated City of Romulus
Employee Pension Ordinance. Motion Carried Unanimously.
16-110 6A2. Moved by Makowski, seconded by Roscoe to schedule a public hearing on Monday, February 1,
2016 at 7:00 p.m. for the proposed final projects for the Anticipated 2016/2017 CDBG Allocation.  The public
hearing will be held in the City Hall Council Chambers. Motion Carried Unanimously.
16-111 6A3. Moved by Roscoe, seconded by Abdo to schedule a study session on Monday, February 8, 2016 at
7:00 p.m. to discuss the general audit and the single audit for fiscal year ended June 30, 2015.  The study session
will be held in the City Hall Council Chambers. Motion Carried Unanimously.
16-112 6A4. Moved by Wadsworth, seconded by Crout to schedule a public hearing on Monday, February 22,
2016 at 7:00 p.m. for the proposed final projects for the Anticipated 2016/2017 CDBG Allocation.  The public
hearing will be held in the City Hall Council Chamber   Motion Carried Unanimously.
6B. Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Stacy Paige announced that property taxes are due on February 16, 2016.
7.  Public Comment
8.  Unfinished Business
9.  New Business:
Councilwoman Makowski spoke about the various programs at the Romulus Library which includes all ages.
10.  Communication:
Councilwoman Roscoe announced the Romulus Citizens Academy will start on Tuesday, February 2nd and run
through May 17th from 6:30 until 9:30 p.m.; Mayor Burcroff spoke about the Citizens Academy graduates who
have volunteered to help plan the next Hometown Hero event.  Councilwoman Makowski announced the Friends
of the Library Quarterly Book Sale to be held on Thursday, Jan. 14th, Friday, Jan. 15th and Sat. Jan. 16th during
regular business hours with all proceeds from the sale to fund library programs. City Clerk Ellen Craig-Bragg
announced that AV applications were mailed out and before returning the application, the voter must choose one
of the three ballot choices, any questions contact the Clerk’s Office at 734-942-7540.
16-113 11. Moved by Choate, seconded by Crout to pay Warrant 16-01 in the amount of $1,541,867.59.
Motion Carried Unanimously.
12.  Moved by Wadsworth, seconded by Makowski to adjourn the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council.
Motion Carried Unanimously.
I, Ellen L. Craig-Bragg, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true
copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council held on January 11, 2016.
Publish: February 4, 2016 RM020416-0011  2.5 x 9.082

CITY OF ROMULUS REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
RFP 15/16-08 COMMUNITY FIREWORKS DISPLAY-JUNE 30, 2016

(1) The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking proposals from qualified companies for the above
item/items and/or services. 

(2) Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit a proposal must use the forms provided by the
City. Proposal forms and specifications may be obtained from the MITN system @
http://www.mitn.info/.

(3) Proposals must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to the City Clerk’s Office no later
than 2:30 P.M., Tuesday, February 23, 2016.  At approximately 2:45 p.m., local time all timely
received proposals are to be publicly opened and read. 

RESPONSE ENVELOPES MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED:
CITY OF ROMULUS CLERK’S OFFICE

RFP 15/16-08 COMMUNITY FIREWORKS DISPLAY-JUNE 30, 2016
11111 Wayne Road, 

Romulus, Michigan  48174
(4) The City reserves the right to postpone the opening without notification and also reserves the

right to reject all bids and proposals and to waive irregularities.
(5) Proposals shall be good and may not be withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) calendar days after

the date for submitting bids/proposals.
(6) The successful Company will be required to submit proof of all insurance required by the RFP

documents and all required endorsements.
(7) For additional information contact Lynn A, Conway, City of Romulus, Purchasing Director, by

calling (734) 955-4568 or by emailing lconway@ci.romulus.mi.us .
Publish: 02/04/2016 RM020416-0010  2.5 x 3.521

Area residents can sample internation-
al delicacies, get a henna- design, write in
Arabic-style calligraphy, and have the
opportunity to speak face-to-face with one
of the area's many Muslim residents at an
event at the Canton Public Library from 9
a.m. until 1 p.m. Feb. 27.

The event is being organized by the
library, the Muslim American Society-
Detroit, the Muslim Community of
Western Suburbs and the Canton
Response to Hate Crime Coalition to cre-
ate a culture of peace and build a safe,
inclusive community.

“Amid growing tensions and cultural
misunderstandings, the key to overcoming
stereotypes is face-to-face interaction. We
want everyone to see a friendly Muslim
face amid all of the hate rhetoric that's
going on nationally,” Saamih Bashir of the
Muslim American Society, Detroit chapter
said.

Among other topics, speakers will
address misconceptions about the role of
women in Islam and the wearing of the
Hijab, basic tenets of Islam and how
Muslims view other religions.

“The library is a great venue for this
event. Not only are we fulfilling our mis-
sion of connecting our community, we are
providing a neutral common ground for
all of our residents to meet and learn
about our Muslim neighbors,” said library
Director Eva Davis, who serves with

Canton Public Safety Sgt. Dale Waltz as
co-chair of the Canton Response to Hate
Crimes Coalition.

“Those of us who serve on the Hate
Crimes Coalition have learned that it is
personal interactions, such as what we've
planned with MAS-Detroit and MCWS for
this event, that are the most effective at
breaking down preconceived biases and
fears.”

“We really believe that the solution is
not to isolate ourselves but to reach out
and for people to see that we're normal
human beings, neighbors, teachers, par-
ents,” Bashir said.

The library is located at 1200 S. Canton
Center Road in Canton. For more infor-
mation or directions to the library, visit
www.cantonpl.org.

real estate, he worked in a management
position with Ford Motor Co.

He has helped organize and coordi-
nate free health fairs for Canton resi-
dents, and been involved with youth cul-
tural programs, along with organizing
meals for the needy. He has also been
involved with Habitat for Humanity and
the Rouge River cleanup

The part-time office as township
trustee pays $12,731 annually.

Seeking to succeed LaJoy, is Dr. Syed
Taj who formerly served as a township
trustee. He will face Republican Pat
Williams, a current trustee, who has also
entered the race for the top township job
which pays $122,416.

Former State Rep. Dian Slavens, who

served three terms in the House of
Representatives, will seek the treasurer's
job in Canton Township. Melissa
McLaughlin, a Republican, currently fills
the full-time position which pays $104,827
annually.

Vying for the clerk's office, filled for
more than two decades by Bennett, will
be Michael Siegrist, a former trustee with
the Canton Public Library and a member
of the Plymouth Canton Community
Schools Board of Education. Siegrist, who
is a professional accountant, worked on
the township absentee counting board
and said his service on the school board
helps manage the $150 million district
budget.

He will face Republican Linda Obrec
for the full-time job which also pays
$104,827 annually.

The Democratic slate said they will
share a campaign theme: Moving Canton
Forward Together.

Slate
FROM PAGE 1

Not only are we fulfilling 

our mission of connecting 

our community, 

we are providing 

a neutral common ground for all

of our residents to meet and

learn about our 

Muslim neighbors.

”

Library sets Meet Your
Muslim Neighbor event
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INKSTER - WAYNE - WESTLAND

Noted author T.L. Criswell, an
Inkster native, spoke to a crowd-
ed audience at the Lemoyne
Gardens Community Center last
week, reminding them of the
theme of her novels: what you
put into the universe determines
your destiny.

Her debut novel, The
Peacemaker, was inspired by her
poem, Stolen Opportunities
which she self published in 2008.
Her newest novel, Peace on
That: The Peacemaker II, was
released to strong reviews last
September.

“A historically detailed, emo-
tionally rich story of three gener-
ations of men dealing with and

sometimes evading their duties
to one another.” ~Kirkus
Reviews said of her first work
while Vnae Amazon reviewer
said, “T. L. Criswell has given us
the full throttle of storytelling
and has taken readers on a ride
of generational honor, dishonor,
pride and loyalty.” 

An excerpt from the
Peacemaker:

“The gate slams shut, sending
a jolt of reality through seven-
teen-year-old Jayson Jackson's
entire body. As an officer pats
him down, Jayson secretly hopes
that tomorrow, when he turns
eighteen, his life will finally be
his own. But he knows it will not

be easy. Two years ago, he acci-
dentally shot his best friend.
Once again, Jayson is the victim
of stolen opportunities. Now left
helpless as he awaits a judge's
decision to either let him walk
free or give him a sentence that
could land him in a correctional
facility for a long time, Jayson
reflects on the friendship he
once shared with Michael-
Stephens all-star athlete, high
school scholar, and aspiring
singer. On the surface, Michael,
also known as Mr. Basketball,
appeared to have it all. But no
one but Jayson knew that he and
Michael shared a powerful kin-
ship created through similar

childhood tragedies. Now with
the help of his grandmother and
his uncle Scott, Jayson must
learn to reconcile his past in
order to move forward with his
future. Set against the some-
times-gritty backdrop of Detroit,
this poignant saga reveals an
unforgettable message of forgive-
ness, responsibility, and second
chances as a young man struggles
to regain his life after a horrible
mistake.”

Criswell is passionate about
living a happy and well-balanced
life, which is reflective in her
writings, which have been
described as authentic, witty,
humorous, and poignant. She has

been writing poetry and short
stories since she was a young girl
in her hometown of Inkster. 

Criswell, 45, and her husband
now live in Eastpointe with their
children.

Noted author visits home town

Mayor taking ‘Morning Meetings’ on the road

Water collection under way

Author T. L. Criswell

Westland Mayor William Wild has
asked city residents to help the citizens of
Flint, suffering from the serious effects of
contaminated water.  

“As many of you are already aware the
City of Flint is in a dire situation and is in
need of aid.  Many residents are still in
need of clean water for drinking, cooking,
cleaning and bathing. The Flint water cri-
sis is a devastating reality and is occurring
a mere 60 miles from our homes.  It is time
that surrounding communities ban togeth-
er and offer assistance to our fellow
Michiganders,” Wild said last week.

“As part of Westland's Compassionate
City Initiative, I am asking you to join me

in helping the residents of the City of Flint
by participating in an ongoing bottled
water drive,” he added.

Westland will be collecting bottled
water which will be delivered to Flint res-
idents, Wild said. Those who wish to par-
ticipate can bring bottled water to
Westland City Hall, located at 36300
Warren Road, between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m Monday through Friday.

“Westland is known as one of
Michigan's most compassionate cities.  I
am confident that with the help of the res-
idents, employees, civic organizations and
elected officials, together we can make a
difference,” Wild said.

Mayor William R. Wild is taking
his Mornings with the Mayor meet-
ings on the road this year.

The meetings, which usually
last about an hour, are informal
meetings open to the public during

which Wild can listen to residents'
concerns and provide information
about the city. Department heads
are often in attendance at the
meetings when coffee and water
are served, along with informa-

tion. 
“This year, we are taking them

on the road in order to visit differ-
ent parts of Westland.  I look for-
ward to continuing to work with
residents to make Westland the

best it can be,” Wild said.
The next meeting, set for 9 a.m.

Feb. 9, is planned at the Ralph
Savini Fire Station, 35701 Central
City Parkway. The March 15 meet-
ing will take place at the Westland

Police Station, 36701 Ford Road
and the April 12 meeting is set at
the Jefferson Barns Community
Vitality Center, 32150 Dorsey Road.

For more information call the
mayor's office, (734) 467-3200.

S U C C E S S 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools fifth through eighth grade students partici-
pated in the annual District Spelling Bee last week when winners from Adams
and Marshall competed in the Upper Elementary School Spelling Bee and win-
ners from Franklin and Stevenson competed in the Middle School Spelling Bee.
Winner at the 36th annual Earle Chorbagian Spelling Bee at Adams Upper
Elementary School was Joseph Nunez, a sixth-grader at Marshall Upper
Elementary School while Bassit Fijabi, an eighth grader at Stevenson Middle
School, won the Middle School Spelling Bee. Both will move on to compete in
the WXYZ Channel 7 Spelling Bee in Detroit on March 13. Congratulating the
Nunez, above left, were his mother,  Cathy Nunez,; Carol Middel, school board
vice-president; Earle Chorbagian; Bobby Kelly, principal at  Marshall Upper
Elementary School and Tom Buckalew, school board trustee. 

Adam Martin, principal at Stevenson Middle School, left, congratulates winner
Bassit Fijabi along with Earle Chorbagian; Carol Middel and Tom Buckalew.
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BELLEVILLE - NORTHVILLE

01. Obituaries
02. In Memoriam 
03. Cards of Thanks
04. Monuments 

& Cemetery Plots
05. Personals/Announcements
06. Legal Notices
07. Attorneys
08. Entertainment
09. Lost & Found
10. Coming Events
30. Help Wanted

31. Help Wanted Sales
32. Help Wanted Drivers
33. Child Care
34. Specialized Services
35. Situations Wanted
40. Business Opportunity
42. Health and Fitness
43. Money to Loan
44. Music/Art Lessons
45. Adult Care
46. Private Schools/Instruction
47. Riding/Horses/Stables

50. Pets & Supplies
54. Rummage Sales
55. Estate Sales
56. Flea Markets
57. Antiques
58. Garage and Yard Sales
59. Auctions
60. Moving Sales
61. Misc. Items
62. Building Supplies
63. Business and 

OfficeEquipment

64. Lawn & Garden Supplies
65. Tree Service
66. Landscape / Nurseries
67. Garden Plant / Supplies
68. Garden / Produce
70. Masonry / Brickwork
72. Cleaning Services
73. Musical Merchandise
74. Sporting Goods
75. Boats / Accessories 
76. Remodeling & Renovations
77. Recreation Vehicles

78. Hunting / Fishing
82. Wanted to Buy
87. Room for Rent
88. Duplexes for Rent
89. Apartments for Rent 
90. Condos/Townhouses for Rent
92. Business Places for Rent
93. Banquet Halls
94. Farm Land for Rent
95. Real Estate
96. Houses for Rent
97. Cottages for Rent

98. Manufactured/Mobile Homes
99. Flats for Rent
100. Will Share
101. Wanted to Rent
102. Storage
103. Business Property for Sale
104. Farms & Acreage for Sale
105. Mobile Homes for Sale
106. Houses for Sale
107. Condos/Townhouses for Sale
108. Lake and Resort
109. Income Property

110. Lots for Sale
111. Out of State Property
112. Commercial Lease
113. Real Estate Wanted 
114. Auto Accessories
115. Autos for Sale
116. Antique & Classic Cars 
117. Trucks & Vans for Sale
118. Freebies
119. Auto Repairs 
120. Motorcycles
121. Autos Wanted

TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD CALL 734-467-1900 OR EMAIL ADS@JOURNALGROUP.COM

Classified 

State of WI Circuit Court -
Milwaukee County
Publication Amended
Summons - No. 15-CV-
008753 - The Hon. Timothy
G. Dugan - Case Code
30404 (Foreclosure of
Mortgage) - The amount
claimed exceeds
$10,000.00 - Wells Fargo
Bank, NA, 3476 Stateview
Blvd., Ft. Mill, SC 29715,
Plaintiff vs. Meghan R.
Rose & Eric D. Rose, 1344
N. Sheldon Rd., Canton, MI
48187-3264 and State of
Wisconsin, c/o Atty.
General, 114 East State
Capitol, Madison, WI
53703, Defendants - The
State of WI - To each per-
son named above as a
defendant: You are hereby
notified that the plaintiff

named above has filed a
lawsuit or other legal action
against you. Within 40 days
after 1/22/16 you must
respond with a written
demand for a copy of the
amended complaint. The
demand must be sent or
delivered to the court,
whose address is 901 N.
9th St., Milwaukee, WI
53233 and to Gray &
Assoc., L.L.P., plaintiff's
attorney, whose address is
16345 W. Glendale Drive,
New Berlin, WI 53151. You
may have an attorney help
or represent you. If you do
not demand a copy of the
amended complaint within
40 days, the court may
grant judgment against you
for the award of money or
other legal action request-
ed in the amended com-
plaint, and you may lose
your right to object to any-
thing that is or may be

incorrect in the amended
complaint. A judgment may
be enforced as provided by
law. A judgment awarding
money may become a lien
against any real estate you
own now or in the future,
and may also be enforced
by garnishment or seizure
of property. Dated 1/18/16,
William N. Foshag, State
Bar No. 1020417, Gray &
Assoc., L.L.P., Attys. for
Plaintiff, 16345 W. Glendale
Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151,
(414) 224-1987. Gray &
Assoc., L.L.P. is attempting
to collect a debt and any
information obtained will
be used for that purpose. If
you have previously
received a discharge in a
chapter 7 bankruptcy case,
this communication should
not be construed as an
attempt to hold you per-
sonally liable for the debt.

VEHICLE 
PUBLIC AUCTION

THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES HAVE BEEN
DEEMED ABANDONED
AND WILL BE SOLD AT

PUBLIC AUCTION,
FEB. 24, 2016

11:00 AM
AT

J&M TOWING
8964 INKSTER RD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
2004 BUICK
1G4HP52KX4U139556
2002 MERC
1MEFM50U12G643934
2003 HYD
KMHDN55D93U095291
2001 GMC
1GKEK13T21J165771
2008 FORD
1FAHP35N68W104334

2005 PONT
1G2NE52E25M156395
1998 TOY
4T1BG22K7WU294427
2004 LINC
1LNHM86534Y685984

1994 IZUZU
452CG58E2R4343392
PONT
1G2HY54K114244565
2013 CASE
JAFSR250ADM443044

1992 FORD
2FTDF15H3NLA91680
WABASH
1JJV532W23L832220
FORD 
3FAFP11332R117987

Rachelle Vartanian always
considered herself a good
teacher.

She spent the first two
decades of her educational
career helping children with
learning disabilities and special
needs, particularly those with
emotional impairments, as an
educator in the public school sys-
tem, working with elementary,
middle and high school students.

It was during this time that
her son was diagnosed with
Autism Spectrum Disorder.

“I always tell people, I was a
good teacher before, but I
became a different kind of
teacher when I had a child with
special needs.”

Vartanian, a Northville resi-
dent, subsequently opened
Living & Learning in downtown
Northville, an enrichment center
that provides services for youth,
teens and young adults who
struggle socially, academically
and emotionally in reaching

their full potential.
“A few years ago, I could not

find any programs to enrich my
son's life near my home. I made it
my mission  to create my own. I
rented a room at the local library
and met with a small group of
kids once a week. Eventually, I
was turning families away
because I didn't have the room.
During this time, after working
for 20 years as special ed teacher
I was able to take an early retire-
ment and decided to take a leap
of faith and open up Living &
Learning,” Vartanian said.

Special needs children, teens
and young adults can benefit
from programs offered at Living
& Learning in downtown
Northville. Social groups are
forming for all ages and the cen-
ter offers one-on-one or group,
music therapy classes and art
therapy classes, not to mention
“rock band”, tutoring, teen nights
with video games and pizza.  This
enrichment center provides

services, for youth, teens and
young adults, who struggle
socially, academically and emo-
tionally in reaching their full
potential. 

Vartanian said the mission
statement of the new center
embodies her philosophy of
helping young people.

“Our children's disability does
not define who they are or what
they have the potential to
become,” she said.

“At Living & Learning we are
on a mission to assist all people
in reaching their own personal
best. We understand that your
child is a person first (and not a
label). Your child has specific
strengths and weaknesses that
are unique and make them who

they are. We believe in order to
increase “desirable qualities”
and “enrich one's life” it can only
be done by knowing your child
first as that individual. If we do
not believe we can appropriately
provide researched-based, best
practice methodologies for your
child we will assist you in finding
the right programs or centers
that will,” Vartanian said.

Vartanian earned her under-
graduate degree from Eastern
Michigan University in Teaching
for the Emotionally Impaired.
She also has a master's degree in
Educational Psychology with a
concentration in Personality and
Development. 

Following her son's diagnosis,
Vartanian returned to graduate

school where she earned a sec-
ond master's degree in Autism
Specturm Disorders.

“As with my emotionally
impaired students, I knew the
only way I could understand my
own son's needs and enforce real
change was to learn and keep
learning everything I could
about Autism Spectrum
Disorders,” she said.

Vartanian said that social
groups and summer camps are
now being formed at Living &
Learning and therapy in art,
speech and music is available. A
rock band class for young adults
is forming and tutoring and other
therapies and groups are avail-
able.

Living & Leaning is located at
150 Mary Alexander Court and
Vartanian said she is also seek-
ing high school students to serve
as volunteer mentors with spe-
cial needs clients. She said that
training for the volunteers is pro-
vided at the center. 

Our children's disability 

does not define who they are 

or what they have the potential to become.

”
Center offers help for struggling students

Inside/Out exhibit
coming to Belleville

Changes discussed to township and city fire service

The Detroit Institute of Arts
has selected downtown
Belleville as part of the
Inside/Out exhibit next year.

Rosemary Loria, chairman of
the Downtown Development
Authority, told the members of
the group during a meeting last
month that a letter had been
received from the art museum
announcing Belleville as one of
the exhibitors for 2016. The art
institute will install weather-
proof copies of several master-
pieces throughout downtown
Belleville and several sculptures,
four over the bridge in Van
Buren Township.  

Seven framed artworks will
comprise the exhibit and will be

within walking or biking distance
of each other to form a "grand,
open-air gallery." 

The exhibit will be a partner-
ship with the Van Buren
Township Downtown
Development Authority, allowing
room for the minimum eight
sculptures. The township is con-
sidering adding more sculptures
to the display in addition to the
two slated for north of the bridge.  

The addition would classify
Belleville as a mid-size display
which will cost Belleville an esti-
mated $12,000 to $13,000 to lease
the sculptures for a year.

The new display will be erect-
ed when the current sculptures
are removed in June.

Sing out loud
The Hillside Middle School Ensemble extracurricular choir was rated Excellent at the Michigan
School Vocal Music Association district festival at Monroe Middle School Jan. 30 when several hun-
dred middle school performers from throughout southeast Michigan and their families attended the
competition. The Northville 8th graders practice twice a week before school with vocal teacher
Vickie Kopistiansky, who volunteers her time to coach the choir.  The Northville group was awarded
blue ribbons at the event. 

Changes to the way Northville
Fire Department handles emer-
gent ambulance service are being
considered and have been con-
firmed by Northville Township
Public Safety Director John
Werth.

The topic was discussed at the
Fire Advisory Board Meeting in
Plymouth Monday. Plymouth and
Northville have a joint fire servic-
es agreement that shares the City
of Northville 50-man, on-call fire-
fighter crew, even though the two
communities are not contiguous.

Neither Northville Township nor
Plymouth Township participates
in the Fire Advisory Board meet-
ings.

Werth said that with major
road construction work scheduled
this year for I-275 and Six Mile
Road-the location of the only fire
station in Northville Township,
officials have offered options to
Northville Mayor Ken Roth to
alleviate their concerns about
long response times, especially
during rush hour traffic periods.

Werth said they have made var-
ious proposals to Northville “for
almost 2 years,” and to date have
not had any confirmation as to

acceptability until now when city
officials formally questioned their
response times.

One proposal was to locate a
Northville Township Advance
Life Support (ALS) ambulance
unit at the Main and Wing fire sta-
tion in the city for priority-one
calls. The move would allow the
city fire department to eliminate
calling Community EMS, a private
ambulance company located at 11
Mile and Novi Road, for those pri-
ority calls.  If the proposal is
adopted, Northville Township
would bill patients directly as
opposed to Community EMS.
Werth said the cost to provide the

service to the city would be negat-
ed by the revenue from the
patients.

Community EMS bills resi-
dents and patients $750 for priori-
ty-one ALS runs, plus $12.50 per
mile and a $40 oxygen charge, if
required.

Colleen Pobur, chair of the Fire
Advisory Board, questioned
Northville Fire Chief Steve Ott
about a possible partnership at
the board meeting. Roth respond-
ed saying only, “We've been
approached, an offer was made
and we're looking at it.”

“The additional run-volume
(for Northville city) will not put a

strain on our response times…this
is a first step.” Werth said.

Werth said the Northville
Township Fire Department
response times are less than 8.0
minutes 87 percent of the time.

Werth said Northville
Township was also in talks with
Plymouth Township officials to
rent space and park an ambu-
lance and fire engine at the long-
shuttered Station 2 for six months
during the construction time. The
station located on Wilcox Road
was built to serve the 800 homes
in the Lake Pointe subdivision
because of the numerous railroad
crossings.

Don Howard
Staff Writer
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Romulus activist continues Flint water drive

A Supreme Court decision this
month ruled that a former
Plymouth Township police officer
who was shot by a fellow police
officer while attempting to appre-
hend an armed-robbery suspect
does not have the opportunity to
pursue legal recourse, after years
of legal wrangling.

The incident took place Oct. 29,
2009 when a robbery suspect was
killed by police officers from the
Western Wayne Criminal
Investigation Task Force -S.W.A.T
Team outside the Wireless USA
store on Ann Arbor Road east of
Lilley in Plymouth Township. The
S.W.A.T. Team is made up of offi-
cers from many communities.

Court records of the incident
say the plainclothes officers were
attempting to arrest Lebron
Bronson, 45, of Canton Township
who had just robbed the store and
walked outside. Officers from the
task force claimed Bronson point-
ed a gun at them and refused
orders to drop the weapon. Shots
were fired and Bronson was pro-
nounced dead at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital in Livonia.

During the ensuing gunfire
Plymouth Township Police Ofc.
Michael Lego was shot in the back
and wounded in his left hand. He
was transported to the same hos-
pital as Bronson. Court records
show that Michigan State Police
Trooper Jake Liss fired the shots
that injured Lego. Liss' bullet
entered Lego's back and exited
through his hand, blowing off two
fingers. Lego was given a full dis-
ability retirement in 2010.

Lego and his wife, Pamela
Lego, filed suit in Wayne County
Circuit Court against Liss for gross
negligence. Liss' attorneys moved
for summary disposition, arguing
that the suit was barred by the
“Fireman's Rule,” which provides
immunity from tort liability for
injuries “arising in the normal,
inherent and foreseeable risks of
the firefighter's or police officer's
profession.”

Wayne County Circuit Court
Judge John H. Gillis, Jr. denied the
motion for summary disposition
and Liss appealed to the Michigan
Court of Appeals.

A ruling in the Court of
Appeals concluded in part that
Liss was not entitled to immunity
if he acted in disregard of his

police training and violated safety
procedures. 

The Court of Appeals opinion
stated, “In the present case, the
parties were not members of the
same task force; rather, defendant
and members of his task force
were assisting plaintiff's task
force. Defendant offered an affi-
davit suggesting that one task
force operated under the umbrel-
la of the other; however, that
assertion was not reflected by the
written agreements. Moreover,
plaintiff and defendant were
employed by different govern-
ment entities - Plymouth
Township and the State of
Michigan. Factual questions
remained regarding whether the
parties were engaged in a joint
venture and were coemployees.
Therefore, the trial court did not
err by denying defendant's motion
for summary disposition under
MCR 2.116(C)(8) and (C)(10).

Lego at the time of the inci-
dent reported to Plymouth
Township Police Chief Tom
Tiderington who described the
incident. “They (S.W.A.T. officers
had the suspect under surveil-
lance when he entered the store.
They weren't aware he was going

to commit a robbery until after the
fact. It was a stacked formation…it
was a chaotic situation.”

“When a police officer fires his
weapon, he owns the bullet,”
Tiderington said.

Lego's attorney Michael L.
Stefani argued before the
Supreme Court Justices citing the
Court of Appeals opinion. Stefani
said this case could be an exam-
ple of how a police officer should
not act, “especially a highly
trained S.W.A.T. officer.”

“Liss' assignment was across
the street to watch was going
on…he left his position without
telling anyone and positioned
himself behind Lego…he was
positioned at the back of Officer
Lego…his finger was on the trig-
ger.”

“If it's normal, inherent and
foreseeable for one police officer
to shoot another police officer,
that is absolutely ridiculous.”

Michigan State Police Public
Information Officer Mike Shaw
reviewed both the case investiga-
tion file and the court opinions.

“It's unfortunate when you
have an officer shot in in the line
of duty under friendly fire... there
are times when things happen in

the spare of the moment. We take
our training seriously,” Shaw said.

The Supreme Court granted
defendant Liss' application for
leave to appeal in a case that cen-
tered on the scope of the immuni-
ty provision of the firefighter's rule
disagreeing with the Court of
Appeals opinion regarding the
Firefighters Rule. 

“The majority essentially
determined that the defendant
might not be entitled to immunity
if his actions were especially egre-
gious: in other words, if the defen-
dant (Liss) were grossly negligent,
he would not be entitled to immu-
nity because the injury resulting
from his actions would not 'arise
from the normal, inherent, and
foreseeable risks of (Michael
Lego's) profession.'”

Chief Justice Robert P. Young,
Jr. and six Supreme Court justices
ruled in a unanimous opinion that
the Court of Appeals erred (in
part) and held that Liss was enti-
tled to immunity as a matter of
law, whether or not he acted with
any degree of recklessness and
remanded the case to the Wayne
Circuit Court for entry of an order
granting summary disposition to
Liss. 

Long before the media descend-
ed on the City of Flint to report on
the water crisis, Romulus resident
Virginia Williams was doing her
best to help out.

Through the Romulus Citizens
for Social Change (RCSC), she and
her husband have been leading
efforts to bring safe drinking water
to the residents of that city one
truckload at a time.

“We make sure the people get
it,” said Williams, who is the presi-

dent of the RCSC. “We don't drop it
off to a central location-we bring it
right to the people who need it.”

She estimated that she and her
husband, with the help of his 18-
wheeler, have taken more than
12,000 cases of water to the city
since 2014, when she first tried to
alert leaders and the media of the
situation.

Now, more people in Romulus
are joining the effort. Romulus City
Councilwoman Kathy Abdo said

she and her class are collecting
change to purchase bottled water
to send to Flint. An impromptu col-
lection from the members of the
city council Monday night brought
in more than enough to purchase
another pallet for the city.

Williams said a pallet of bottled
water could be purchased at Sam's
Club for $212 or $264, depending
on the amount of the bulk pur-
chase. Because of the size of the
18-wheeler, pallets are easier to

load and keep stable than individ-
ual cases are, so the RCSC is col-
lecting funds to purchase the
water.

She also praised the many vol-
unteers that have taken the trip   to
help distribute the water in the two
primarily-affected zip codes. She
said that effort has involved high-
schoolers and senior citizens and
that everyone has done their part. 

“We have to come together to do
this,” she said. “We as adults-no

matter what race-need to take
action. We need to work together to
try to solve this and to set a good
example for our kids.”

Williams said she hopes to have
enough to fill another truck for
another delivery soon. 

The best way to help with the
effort is to contact the Romulus
Citizens for Social Change. Their
email address is
RCSC2010@yahoo.com and the
phone number is (734) 673-8396.

Don Howard
Staff Writer

Court rules wounded officer cannot sue



Swimming sessions available
Registration for the winter session of

swimming sessions at the Plymouth Arts
and Recreation Complex (PARC) is now
under way and will continue through Feb.
26. Registration will be closed (online and
at the office) Feb. 15-19 and will re-open
Feb.20.

The pool will be closed Feb. 13 through
20 to complete updates. Visit
www.PlymouthPARC.com [http://ply-
mouthparc.com/] to register.

PARC aquatics program is a swim pro-
gram dedicated to providing a quality and
price friendly aquatics program to all ages
offering a variety of swim programs to fit
the needs of beginners, recreational, and
competitive swimmers. Classes are taught
by certified staff members.

Mermaid visits Plymouth
The Little Mermaid has arrived at the

Plymouth Arts and Recreation Complex
(PARC) in downtown Plymouth.

Forever After Productions is staging
the show through Feb. 7 at the former
Central Middle School building where
PARC is now located. The show, based on
a Hans Christian Andersen story and
brought to the screen by Disney anima-
tors, the show includes songs like Under
the Sea, Kiss the Girl and part of Your
World.

General admission tickets are $10 and
are currently on sale . Shows are at 7 p.m.
tomorrow, 2 and 7 p.m. Saturday and 2
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are available at
www.iheartforeverafter.com or by phone
at (734) 547-5156. The Plymouth Arts and
Recreation Complex (PARC) is located
between downtown and Old Village at 650
Church St., Plymouth.

Bricks for sale
Memorial bricks to be installed at the

veteran's memorial in the City of Romulus
are for sale, to honor those who have
served in the armed services of our coun-
try.

Bricks on the veteran's wall are priced
at $125 with two lines of text and bricks on
the walkway with two lines are $75. Larger
size walkway bricks are available for $100
and include four lines of text.

Orders for the bricks are being accept-
ed at the treasurer's office in Romulus City
Hall, 11111 Wayne Road in Romulus, the
Romulus Chamber of Commerce office at
11189 Shook Road in Romulus or the
Romulus VFW Post 9568, 39270 W. Huron
River Dr. In Romulus.

For more information, contact the trea-
surer's office, (734) 942-7580. 

Count Me In storytime continues
The Canton Library is offering

Storytime for kids with special needs,
Count Me In, at 4 p.m. on Saturdays. The
Storytimes are designed for young chil-
dren with developmental delays and dis-
abilities. The programs are funded by the
Dollar General Literacy Foundation.

Programs are planned for Feb. 13,
March 12, April 23, May 21 and June 18 at
the Canton Public Library, 1200 South
Canton Center Road.

For information, call (734) 397-0999.

Photographers to meet
The only 3D photography club in

Michigan will meet from 7 until 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 10 at the Livonia Civic Park Senior
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, just south
of Five Mile Road.  

The February meeting will feature a
tutorial on using the free StereoPhoto
Maker software for processing stereo
images.  After a refreshment break, there
will be 3D image competitions in "Open"
and "Nature/Scenic" categories.  There

will also be a special "Freebie" drawing for
3D items for club members.

The meeting is free and open to the
public.  Stereo cameras, 3D movies, and
educational videos are available for mem-
bers to borrow or rent.

For more information, visit
www.Detroit3D.org, or call (248) 398-3591. 

Used books for sale
The Friends of the Westland Library

book sale is planned for Feb. 12-14 with
hours from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on
Saturday and from noon until 3 p.m. on
Sunday, which is also $4 per bag sale day.

All paperback fiction books are priced
at only a dime for this sale only. 

There will be DVDs, CDs, hardcover
books, large and small paperbacks, videos,
cassettes, records and magazines for sale.

The library is located at 6123 Central
City Parkway in Westland.

Teen reading program planned
The Romulus Public Library Teen

Winter Reading Program will take place
through March 3 for ages 12 through 17.

Teens can read and collect prizes.
Those filling up their entire reading card
will win a free book and entry into a spe-
cial drawing.

The Romulus Public Library is located
at 11121 Wayne Road in Romulus. For
more information, call (734) 942-7589.

Health film hearings set
A video scheduled to be used in repro-

ductive health classes for fourth-grade
girls will be the subject of a public hearing
for parents of Northville students.

Members of the Northville Public
Schools Board of Education have sched-
uled the public meeting to allow parents
and community members to comment on
a proposed revision to the instructional
DVD used in the fourth-grade reproduc-
tive health lesson for female students 

A hearing is planned during the regular
meeting of the members of the board of
education beginning at 7 p.m. Feb. 9, with
a preview opportunity from 6:30-7 p.m. at
Hillside Middle School Forum, 775 North
Center St., Northville, MI 48167 

Relay For Life kicks off
An informational meeting regarding

the Belleville Relay For Life event is
planned from 7-8:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 8 at
Belleville High School, 501 W. Columbia
Ave. in Belleville. The meeting, open to
the public, will take place in the school

cafeteria.
For more information, contact

Katherine Fitzpatrick, (586) 817-0478 or
Katherine.Fitzpatrick@cancer.org.  

Fat Tuesday dinner planned
The Belleville rotary Club will present

the annual Fat Tuesday Italian Buffet
from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Feb. 9 at the Van Buren
Eagles, 9961 Beck Road in Van Buren
Township.

Adult tickets are priced at $12 and chil-
dren 12 and younger dinners are priced at
$6. The menu includes a variety of pastas
and sauces along with other Italian foods.
Paczki and pop will be sold separately.

Tickets are available from any Rotary
club member and at the door. Carry outs
are available. All proceeds will go to youth
and tri-community projects.

Soul Food Dinner served
The Annual Soul Food Dinner present-

ed by the Romulus Community Schools,
the Romulus Ministerial Alliance and the
City of Romulus will begin promptly at 6
p.m. Feb. 9 at Romulus High School, 9650
S. Wayne Road in Romulus.

Dinner will be followed by a special
Black History Month presentation from
7:30 until 8:30 p.m. in the auditorium at
the school.

The event is free and open to the public
and all are welcome to war African attire
and African/American themed art and
crafts will be available for purchase.

Donations will be accepted on behalf of
the Romulus Middle School Student
Activities Fund.

Parent night planned
Wayne Memorial High School will be

hosting an 8th grade parent night for those
with students transitioning to 9th grade or
interested in getting more information
about Wayne Memorial High School for
the 2016-2017 school year. 

Students do not have to be currently
attending a Wayne-Westland Community
School to attend. The event will take place
at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 10, in the Wayne
Memorial High School Stockmeyer
Auditorium. Topics covered will include:
scheduling, graduation requirements, test-
ing out requirements, direct college cours-
es, AP courses, extra-curricular activities,
and much more. All are welcome to attend
and questions are encouraged. 

Parking is available in the Glenwood
Street parking lot and guests should enter
through the front of the auditorium. 
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to pick up their bowl, again at the Central
PARC Art Studios. 

To benefit the Plymouth Salvation
Army Food Pantry, participants are asked
to bring a canned food or non-perishable
item to help restock the shelves to swap
for some hot soup when they come to pick
up their bowl.  

Leslie Greeneisen, the director of the

art studios said,  “I've gotten so many calls
from past participants asking when the
Soup Swap will be held again. This is
wonderful project for the community and
for the Salvation Army. We're excited see
this much support and to continue what
has become a tradition during the winter
in Plymouth.”

To register for the Soup Swap Bowl
Painting sessions at the Central PARC Art
Studios or for more information, call
Greeneisen (734) 578-1298.  The Soup
Swap will take place from 1 -2:30 p.m.
Feb. 27 and is open to the public, no reser-
vations are required.

Benefit
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